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Pinellas County Urban League Hosts
Equal Opportunity Banquet
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President & COO of Sweetbay Supermarket, Shelly Broader and Urban League President, Herman L. Lessard, Jr.

T. PETERSBURG, FL. - The
Pinellas County Urban League
K— hosted its 28th Annual Equal
Opportunity Day Banquet on the waterfront
at the Renaissance Vinoy Resort Hotel in
St. Petersburg on Thursday, May 25, 2006.
The awards dinner honors individuals
and corporations who perpetuate the
principle of equal opportunity and
exhibit leadership qualities that result in
notable contributions to the cause of
equal rights.
This year the Urban League honored
Shelly Broader, President of Sweetbay
Supermarket, Larry Newsome, Urban
Development Solutions, William Lafferty,

J

Enterprise Rent-a-Car and John Watson,
Allstate Insurance Company for their
outstanding contributions and involvement.
The Urban League also recognized their
corporate partners for their sponsorships
and members of the Pinellas County
community for their dedication,
volunteerism, and support.
Corporate Platinum Sponsors were
received from The Sembler Company,
Bayfront Medical Center, Ceridian
Corporation and Progress Energy. Gold
Corporate Sponsors included Nielsen
Media Research, FACS Group and
Raytheon. Silver Corporate Sponsors
were received from Baxter Healthcare

Corporation, Blackrock Retail Property
Advisors, Smith & Nephew and Tech
Data Corporation.
Proceeds from the Equal Opportunity
Day banquet will benefit the Urban
League’s direct service initiatives and
help maintain the high level of service
delivery programs to. insure that all
citizens have an equal opportunity to
become self-sufficient and self-reliant as
they strive to level the playing field for
all individuals. Programs such as the
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Program, Weatherization Assistance,
Crime Prevention, Job Traihing/Placement,
Nurses Tutoring, Project Success and

Comprehensive Family Services are
among the direct service programs that
the Urban League provides within the
Tampa Bay community.
The Pinellas County Urban
League’s mission is to assist AfricanAmericans and others in need in the
achievement of social and economic
equality. The agency implements its
mission through advocacy, research and
direct service delivery of programs.
For more information about the Pinellas
County Urban League, please call
(72.7) 327-2081.
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A Young Man’s Journey To A “Garden Of Truth”

Founder H Adams

By: BLANCHE L. GANEY
Editor

s

T. PETERSBURG Youth Community Theater
can be a challenge. There

are behavioral issues, transportation
issues and never ending money
issues; yet 35 year old H Adams,
founder and director Bay Area
Studios, LLC, believes all issues
can be channeled into something

positive. “I’ve had a difficult life.
I’ve seen things.FU never be able
to fhrget, and to be honest,
sometimes I thought , life was
unfair,” said Adams.
Adams, whose first name is
Henry, is affectionately known
as H in the community.
“The changing of my name
from Henry to H symbolizes my
rebirth into a new man,” said
Adams.
Adams’ life, like the lives of
so many other young people
around the country, took many
turns before he was able to escape
and become founder and director
of a faith based production
company.
A short time in the Marines
led to an early honorable medical
discharge. He returned to St.

Petersburg and found himself
hanging out in the streets doing
the one thing that comes naturally
to many young men with no
hope or direction, selling drugs.
Adams didn’t really want the
drug life, so he caught a bus to
Tallahassee and enrolled in Florida
State University. Soon after
enrollment he. joined a fraternity
and everything went down hill
from there.
Adams moved back to St.
Petersburg and met Minister
Deidre Downing, who introduced
him to the Bible. “I Was not
raised in the church. I knew
nothing about the Bible,” he
said, but he spent many months
studying and learning the Bible.
Friends flocked to Adams
when he returned to the St.

Petersburg area, realizing there
was something different about
him. He said some of his friends
shared things with. him that
stunned him. “It was as if they
could see Christ in me and wanted
to set things right,” Adams said.
Seeing the impact he was
having on the lives of people he
grew up with, Adams knew he
had to take all of the messages he
had received and ‘share them with
others. Out of the visions and
studying his company was bom.
Bay Area Studios, LLC, “A
Ministry Of Talents,” is a faith
based promotions and production
company organized to discover,
develop, and establish artists,
athletes and businesses for the

Garden
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Garrett's Lawn and
Tree Service

Garrett Proctor,, owner, removing a fallen tree.
By: Joyce Nanette Johnson
Challenger Correspondent

Working outside in
the blazing, merciless
Florida sun is a test of
strength for some, and an
obstacle to be avoided at
all costs for others. But it
is the love, of nature and
being outside that first
attracted Garrett Proctor to
his lawn care business that
has grown into “Garrett’s
Lawn and Tree Service”.
A business that began 15
years ago, and now has
contracts in St. Petersburg,
Largo, Seminole, Clearwater,
Tampa, and Safety Harbor.
Some of his accounts are
Church’s Chicken, on
34th Street South, St.
Petersburg Neighborhood
Housing Services; Starling
Day Care Center, Lou
Brown Realty; Louise
Graham Rehabilitation
Center and First Image of
Tampa Bay.
Garrett Proctor grew
up in Monticello, Florida,
where his father was the
first African-American
deputy sheriff. The fields
and pastures of Monticello
are where he learned to
cut grass, he remembered
with a chuckle. He then
came to St. Petersburg
and worked for Florida
Power Corp. - now Progress
Energy, for the next 18
years, as a member of the
first response team. “I did
lawns the whole time I
was working at Florida
Power,” he said. “Being

from the country, I enjoyed
working outside around
plants.” Soon his neighbors
started coming over, asking
if he could cut their
lawns. “I brought 2 Sears
craftsman mowers and
started with 10 customers;
then 20 customers; and
now it has grown. to 75
contracts per month.
Garrett’s Lawn and Tree
business offers commer
cial and residential ser
vices, that include tree
removal, lawn .care, and
lot clean up; hauling, sod,
and stump grinding.
“The lawn care business
is not the career goal of
many young people today.
Perhaps to some, lawn care
is an outdated, antiquated
business of yesteryear,”
he said. “I don’t think it’s
outdated. In fact, this
business is growing by
leaps and bounds and
there’s good money to be
made. People like nice
yards and flowers and
they want more sophisti
cated landscaping,” he
said.
He said for an initial
investment of approximately
$500 for basic lawn care
equipment such as lawn
mower, weed eater, hedge
trimmer, and chain saw,
one can get into the lawn
care business, but there are
other ingredients needed
to have a successful lawn
care business.
“People interested in this
line of work need to make
sure this is really what

they want to do. They
have to love the mowing
and yard work. Don’t invest
a lot of money upfront.
Ponder the situation.
Remember it’s hot, dusty,
and dirty, and difficult
customers make the long
hot days even hotter.
Always remember to
deliver on a promise made
to a customer,” he said.
“I always think about my
business wherever I go,
and it’s grown by word of
mouth,” he said. However,
there is more to the
essence of this man’s
character than the busi
ness that he owns and
operates. Garrett Proctor
is a person who has given
back to his community
and church, by offering
his services to many in
times of need.
“I’ve always been a kindhearted and giving person
and I like to give back to
the community,” Proctor

said. According to Pastor
Louis M. Murphy, Sr., of
Mt. Zion Progressive Mis
sionary Baptist Church,
“Garrett is a committed
member of Mt. Zion as
well as a supporter of the
vision. He uses his tree
service to provide ser
vices way below price for
us. He’s one of the Men of
Zion that can be depended
on. He supports and gives
liberally in his ministry,”
he said.
Vel Thompson, admin
istrative manager of the N
Team, a city program that
does minor exterior repairs
for homeowners who, have
none to low income, the
elderly, and disabled, is
another person who
admires Garrett Proctor’s
community spirit. “We had
a situation at the home of
an elderly resident who
cares for her special needs
daughter. A tree had fallen
and blocked their back door.
I realized the job was
something the N Team
couldn’t do alone. Garrett
has been so wonderful in
the past. I called him to
check out the situation.
He came, surveyed the
situation and asked when
we wanted him to get
started. He handled the
job respectfully and caringly as he always does.

St Petersburg Clay Company. • 420 22nd
St. S. • Hosts a Gallery Opening and
Artist’s Reception for New Work by
Michael Payne on June 2, 7 to

9 p.tn.

Show remains on exhibit through June
17. • Call 897-5770.

You’re invited to the Grand Opening and
Ribbon Cutting ceremony for the House
of Styles Hair Salon and Barber Shop. •
3059 18th Avenue S. • Join Mayor Rick
Baker and St. Petersburg City Council on
Saturday, June 3, at 9 a.m, to help cele
brate one of Midtown’s newest business
es. • Call 893-7146 to RSVP

June 2 to 4 • Roys vs. Blue Jays.
Tropicana Field. * www.devilrays.com or
888-FAN-RAYS.
June 3 * Summer Reading Program
Kick-Off, • Main Library Auditorium, 3745
Ninth Ave. N. • 2 p.m. Live entertainment
with Battersby Duo. • www.splibraries.com
or 893-7724.
Alma Ingram Flowers, “The Rose Race."
• 2000-B 34th St. S. * Rowers for all
occasions. * The 46-year old family busi
ness delivers locally and can wire them
anywhere in the world. • Call 327-2882 or
800-327-2892.

Job opportunities! • Douglas Used Cars.
• This family-owned and operated busi
ness serving St. Petersburg for over 20
years, recently opened its doors at 541 -B
34th St. S.

• Contact Business Manager

Gateway Housing Center. * 1501 Dr. MLK

St S. ♦

Over 30 years of experience pro

ownership services to home buyers.

obtain assistance designing a custom
home. Visit our model center, open
Monday to Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Wednesday, 1 to 5 p.m.; Saturday 11 a.m.

June 10 • Biggest Birthday Bash.
The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. • 10:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. • Games, prizes, face painting, music,
cake. Get ideas for planning your next parly.
• Call 724-8433.

make your home building experience
successful.” • Call 896-0120.

June 10 •Gallery Walk.
Participating galleries downtown. • 5:30 to 9
p.m. • www.stpetearts.com or 821 -6767.

Abraham's Furniture Galore. • 2309
Centra, Avenue,

» Featuring one-of-a-

j Vive

hand carved furniture is a functional work

THE WORLD CANNOT

of art that is built to last. • Abraham’s wilt
also upholster, repair, restore and refinish
antiques as well as create unique modern

AFFORD TO LOSE THE

furniture. • Open Monday to Friday 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

TALENTS OF HALF IT'S

Call 800-704-2020 or visit
www.abrahamsfurniture.com.

PEOPLE IF WE ARE TO

°*erfain
June 2 • Get Downtown.
Central Ave. from 2nd to 3rd St. • 5:30 to 10
p.m. • Live music • Free • Cali 393-3597.

SOLVE THE MANY

June 2 to 4 • Taste Of Pinellas.
Vinoy Park, Bayshore Dr. & 7th Ave. N.E.
• Fri. 5 to 10 p.m.; Sat. noon to 10 p.m.;
Sun. noon to 7 p.m. • Over 50 restaurants
music, kids/teen area and fireworks.
Proceeds benefit Ali Children's Hospitai.
Free admission. • Call 767-4193.

PROBLEMS THAT
BESET US

901 16th Street South. Suite A St. Petersburg. FL 33712

For some “doggone good barbecue,’’

S. * Serving St, Petersburg for over 38
years, providing tender ribs, pork, beef,

June 4 & 11 * Music Fest On The Water.
The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. * 1 to 4 p.m.
Live music in the courtyard • Free • Call
821-6443.

and chicken. » Open Monday through
Thursday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Friday and
Saturday 11 a.m, to 11 p.m.; closed
Sundays. • Call 327-7388.

Looking for soul food? Try tee newly
opened Park Place Eatery, 3100 18th
Ave, S. • Offers daily soul food specials,
Open Monday to Saturday 10 a.m. to 9
p.m, and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For call-in orders, 327-0218.

YOUR
PRAYERS

June 5 to 7 • Rays vs. LJL Angels.
Tropicana Field. • www.devilrays.com or
888-FAN-RAYS.

to 4 p.m.; closed Sunday. • “Let Gateway

come to Big Tim's Bar BQ. • 530' 34th.St.

ANSWER

June 3 • 100th Birthday Bash.
Bayfront Medical Center, West Entrance &
Sheen Conference Center, 701 6th St. S. 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. Old fashioned block party,
free food, fun and entertainment for the
entire family. ♦ Cali 893-6110 ext. 1.

viding design, financing, construction and

kind hand-built furniture. * Abraham's

Midtown Medical Scrubs
HE WILL

June 3 • Darlene Clark Bikini Cup.
Sailing regatta visible from the Pier.
www.spyc.org or 822-3873.

Ron Douglas, at 456-6095.

Choose from a variety of home plans or

For more information about
Garrett’s Lawn and Tree
Service call (727) 327-2120
or (727) 560-4816.

June 2&9 • St Pete Shuffle.
St. Petersburg Shuffleboard Courts, 559
Mirror Lake Dr. N. * 6 to 10 p.m. * A hip
twist on an old game. Free. ♦ Visit
www.theartiliery.com or call 867-7228.

sLpetersburg
www.stiiatB.opg

June 10 & 11 • Tampa Bay Caribbean
Carnival. • Vinoy Park, Bayshore Dr. & 7th
Ave. N.E. • Sat. 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Sun.
noon to 9 p.m. * Island crafts, food, chil
dren's area, soca, Calypso, reggae, Latin
and folk music, local and national entertain
ment. Colorful costumed street parade on
Sunday. • Call 327-1277.

MIDTOWN NEWS continued

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 1,2006

Gibbs High School Graduates
Plan For The Future
Tf
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Summer Reading Camp

^elow are interviews with two of Gibbs High School’s 2006 graduating seniors. The interviewer,
Yasmine Clarke, is also a recent graduate. These interviews were conducted to learn what the
aspirations are for these two enterprising young people after completing high school. Do they have

plans for college? Are they on track for scholarships or special recognition? We also wanted to know to
what extent their lives, or choices have been influenced by their high school experience, and people they
encountered during their years ai Gibbs. Finally, we wanted to interview them because they have
demonstrated that despite a multitude of distractions, they had the ability to overcome obstacles in order
to reach their goals, and become role models for their peers.
By: YASMINE CLARKE
Contributor To The Challenger

teacher who has been concerned
about my going to college and

YC:

telling me what to do to make
sure I get there and stay there.

to follow the path you have selected

What has influenced your decision
for yourself?

He’s always asking me questions
about what I want out of life. I

I want to be a lawyer. It has been
one of my ambitions for a very

outside the classroom.

for people to see me talk. I think

long time. I love to talk; and I love
those are some things that a lawyer
needs to do. I also currently work

YC:

What has been some of the things
sion to take the path you have

for a small law firm during my offschool time. I am inspired by how.

chosen?

much power lawyers have and I am

that have influenced your deci

Jasmine Jones
Interviewed 5-12-06

Quentin Mack
Interviewed 5-12-06

Quentin:

YC:

that I would be a good football
player, so I tried out for the foot

Jasmine, how long have you been

Quentin, how long have you been

ball team. I also realized I could

attending Gibbs?

at Gibbs?

also see myself as an advocate for
civil rights, for young children,

draw when I got to Gibbs.

and as a positive role model for

when I started to look at colleges
I looked for a school that offered
art classes so that I could learn
more about art, as well as athlet

Jasmine:

Quentin:

I have attended Gibbs all 4 years of
high school. Sometimes it has been
hard. Many people will say that it’s
been wonderful, delightful, and all
good things, but to me Gibbs has
been Gibbs. I came here to get an
education and I think the school
has done just that. It has provided
me with a good education. It has a

others.

I came to Gibbs as a freshman
and have been here for the entire
4 years.

So

ics.
YC:
Tell us about the Gibbs environment:

YC:

what has it been like for you as a
student?'

Besides art and athletics, what other
subjects do you plan to study in col
lege?

Quentin:

lot of diversity, different programs
for students to get involved in and

learning experience for me. I

I plan to, study mathematics or

have had a lot of ups and downs
during the 4- years I have been

studio art. I do not feel that
everyone that has an artistic tal

here. I also learned a lot of

ent will be an artist, but I also

YC:

things, and gained a lot of very

like math a lot and feel comfort

How has the school environment

able with it. I think I would def

been since you’ve been attending Gibbs?

I

have

with because of the way they use
I see myself becoming known as

YC:

Quentin:

experiences.

also inspired by the lawyers I work
their power in such a positive way.

This environment has been a real

valuable

Jasmine T. Jones, attorney at law. I

YC:

What do you plan to study in college?
Jasmine:

I plan to attend Florida State
University. I’m also debating right
now if I should do a double major.
I Was informed however, by an
adult, who is out of college, that I
should. First, I wanted to double

I think it has really given me every

major in pre-law and journalism

thing I need to get into college.

because pre-law is my heart and
journalism is my passion. I think if
you put those two together you will
have a great lawyer. My minor
would be business administration.

made some wrong choices along

initely prefer to study math.

the way; but I was able to recover

YC:

from them with the aid of a lot of

After

degree, what are your career

the environment has been wonder
ful, and just what I needed. I

the essentials needed, and then go

good people who, took an interest
in me and helped me through the

goals?

believe that with the teachers and

get my MBA while l am at it.

Jasmine:

Despite what I said earlier, I think
you

get

your

college

process. I did not think the Gibbs

students being so diverse, it has

environment was good in my

Quentin: 1

early years here. Things were not

I have a couple of different ideas

always good for me; but once I

for a career just in case one of my

started to get used to if (the

choices doesn’t work out. First, I

diverse high school culture), and

think I would like to try out for

YC:

met new people, I started to learn
which crowds to stay away from

the National Football League.

What have your teachers been like

My second choice would be to

during your four years at Gibbs?

as well as what I should and

become a graphic designer. And
if that doesn’t work out then I

Jasmine:

should not be doing.

will become a math teacher.

everything needed to learn as well

I am also thinking of maybe taking
more journalism classes to learn
to law school afterwards, and also

YC:

Tellme what your career goals are
after college.

as things not as needed.
Jasmine:

I want to open my own law firm
once I finish college.

YC:

like during your four years at

Finally Quentin, after you gradu

Gibbs?

ate from Gibbs High School,
what do you think will be your

Quentin:

relationship

I think of all my teachers as being

mater?

with

your

alma

under the category of “pushy”

I believe in 9th and 10th grade is

Quentin:

learn new things and to develop

long

myself more fully.

because I may not be able to

I believe that it would be a very
distance

relationship
I'think

Jasmine:

teachers should impact students

I will always be a proud graduate

the most. I believe my teachers

of Gibbs High School. I plan to

successfully did their job of instilling

wear my student government shirt

the tools in me that! need in order

while attending FSU. I believe

to be successful.

your high school is a place that is

Who would you say has had the

will never forget it. I plan to come

greatest influence on you?

back to help mentor students. I
think once you leave, it’s one thing

Jasmine:

to leave and leave a legacy, but it’s

any contact will be done through

I believe both of my grandmothers

another thing to leave there, leave

YC:

email, and phone calls.

have been my greatest influences.

a legacy, and then come back to
make another one.

With my busy schedule, whenever
NOTE:

you in recent years?

attend

Quentin:

Kansas.

Quentin plans to

I needed a ride I could always

in

count on either of them to be there

NOTE: Jasmine Jones who is Student

In the State athletics

for me. I can also count on them if

Body President, an accomplished

I consider Mr. Wright as the most

championship recently, he placed

I need anything else, even though

athlete and honor student, plans to

influential teacher that I’ve had

6th in the men's meter hurdles.

they may give me a hard time by

attend Florida State University. ■

because I believe he’s the only

Baker

University

In another class conducted
by Carolyn Stroder from Walsingham
Elementary School, students
were vocal about what they were
learning from their summer
reading camp experience. “Reading
is fun. I get to pick different
books and ask questions” said
Deangelo Dawson, followed by
Delquan Inmon, 3rd grade, who
continued to express positive
accolades for the summer read
ing program,“When I read, I
leam more than I knew before;
so I choose good books to help
me know things,” he said.
Mr. Tristan Glenn, Behavior
Specialist from Highpoint
Elementary School is also
serving as Behavior Specialists
for the summer reading camp at
Lakewood Elementary School.
He has found working with
young children a delight. “I
appreciate the opportunity to
work closely with the students,
especially the African American
male students to help provide
guidance to them and make a
connection with them. Hopefully,
the positive image they see in me
will encourage them to make
better choices throughout the
next school year,” he stressed.
Glenn asserts that the reason he
is able to be a positive role model
for these young men is because
he has had some tremendous
training from his principal,
Kevin Gordon at Highpoint
Elementary School.
These students, though they
may be having a blast learning
reading strategies and interacting
With other children, do not plan
to be in summer reading camp
next summer. They want to have
their time with family and
friends; so they are determined to
make their learning gains count
next school year and have a
super summer vacation. With the
right support systems, planning,
and effort, this can be a reality.

fussing at me.

W
haSdkatl

M

considered the time period where

YC:

W-tl

what do you think will be your

return for a long time.

been the greatest influence for

Summer schools as we on'ce
knew them, are long gone; how
ever, struggling second and third
grade students who qualified for
services began Summer Reading
Camp on Tuesday, May 23,
2006. There are only a few sites
Open in Pinellas County to serve
these developing readers. One
school serving south St. Petersburg
students , is Lakewood Elementary
School, which was assigned 464
students for summer reading
camp, Four-hundred seven of
them are African American students
with 244 males and 163 females.
Principals Kris Suite and
Robert Lister from Bay Vista
Fundamental and Perkins Ele
mentary Magnet School for the
Arts, respectively, were charged
administrative duties during the
opening week of Summer Reading
camp at Lakewood Elementary
School. “We had a pretty smooth
opening,” said Suite. The job the
teachers are doing is phenomenal.
Students are engaged in a variety
of activities throughout the day.”
It is evident too. The students
showed enthusiasm for what was
being taught by third grade summer
camp teacher Dharvette Reid
who teaches fifth grade during
the regular school year.
She shared with the children
from a magazine, and they each
had a copy to follow along with
her. The Diary of Clara Brown,
bom a slave around 1802, was
the article the students discussed
with Reid. She made super paral
lels about the fight for freedom
and family. In her delivery she
emphasized the importance of
learning to read, and becoming
more educated in today’s times,
since getting an education is an
opportunity offered to all people,
including African American
children.

relationship with your alma mater?

have all been good for me.

Which teacher would you say has

Challenger correspondent

After you graduate from Gibbs,

never going to leave you at all. You

because they all pushed me to my
maximum potential in order to

By: SHIRLEY SCOTT

YC:

I believe as well that this would be

What have your teachers been

I think they

been wonderful giving students

when you have the most teachers.

YC:

Elliot sit and chat about summer reading camp experiences.

Jasmine:

have also learned new things
from him in my BST class and

Before I got to high school, I
used to play football. I was told

Deangelo Dawson, Delquan Inmon, Mr. Tristan Glenn & Keo
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Louisiana Congressman

William Jefferson,
and announced that
they had a videotape
Earl Ofari
of him allegedly
Hutchinson
Stuffing bribe money
into a freezer, some
blacks loudly grumbled that Jefferson
was the victim of a racial double standard.
They noted that the FBI did not ransack
the offices of Ohio Congressman Robert
Ney, also under legal fire, or convicted
California Congressman Randy “Duke”
Cunningham and that federal prosecutors
and FBI agents generally issue subpoenas
or informally request that lawmakers
being investigated turn over documents
or other relevant materials.
But the Jefferson case is special. He
has been on the hot legal seat for many
months. He’s been the target of an on-going
criminal investigation and a House
ethics probe. He left a bitter taste in the
mouths of many New Orleans residents
during the Katrina debacle when he
allegedly commandeered a National
Guard truck to check on his personal
property and save personal belongings at
the same moment nearby residents needed
rescue from possible drowning.
The case is also special because
Jefferson is black, but for a different
reason than some blacks claim. Though
he mercifully did not scream the “R
word” at his abbreviated and prickly
press conference, many other black
politicians, do when they’re indicted,
jailed, accused of financial improprieties,
ethics violations or as in the case of
Georgia Congresswoman Cynthia McKinney
who initially screamed race when she
took a swing at a Capitol Police officer.
All, like Jefferson, were once hailed
as the best and brightest among political
newcomers. They were expected to
instantly improve conditions in their
underserved communities.
When they’re popped, they wail that
they should not be held to a higher standard
of accountability than white officials
that get caught with their hand in the
campaign or union cookie jar. When they
are also jailed, and pay hefty fines for
violating campaign finance and ethic
laws, and nobody says that they have to
be a cross between Mother Theresa and
St. Paul.
Yet, they should be held to that high
er standard. Their mostly black con
stituents view them not as politicians,
but as leaders and advocates. They look
to them to represent their interests and to
confront institutional power. Any legal
smear on them, which in some cases
may be questionable, soils their name.
This makes it much harder for blacks to
have and retain confidence in them.

This diminishes their political
power and influence, and creates distrust
and dissension among black voters. This
in turn makes it that much more difficult
for blacks to generate any enthusiasm to
get out to vote or get involved in com
munity improvement actions.
It’s not just scandal that hurts black
officials, it’s the race card that hurts too.
In far too many cases, blacks accused of
wrongdoing reflexively deflect, dodge,
and muddy the charges, and accusations
against them, and even their guilt, by
screaming racism. They strongly imply
that racist prosecutors unfairly target
them. They then promptly wrap them
selves in the martyr’s cloak of persecut
ed civil rights fighters.
This is not a small point. In the past,
when black politicians have been
accused of criminal or ethics violations,
or worse actually caught with their
hands in the public till, they have reflex
ively screamed racism to deflect atten
tion from their crimes.
During the 1990s former Illinois
Congressman Mel Reynolds screamed
racism when he was indicted, tried and
convicted of sexual assault charges.
Washington D.C. Mayor Marion Barry
screamed racism when he was indicted,
tried and convicted on a drug charge.
California Congressman Walter Tucker,
convicted of bribery charges loudly
shouted racism.
Even though their knee jerk cry of
white persecution did not fly, they
played the odds and reminded blacks
that President Reagan's Justice Depart
ment initiated dozens of corruption
probes against black elected officials
during the 1980s. Given the Reagan
administration's perceived indifference
to civil rights and social programs, it
was easy for many blacks to believe that
some of these cases walked, if not out
right crossed over, the thin line between
legitimate concern with bagging law
breakers and racially-motivated political
harassment of black leadership.
Black officials, such as Jefferson,
are and will continue to be keenly
watched by state and federal prosecutors
for any hint of impropriety. If they
engage in any forbidden activities with
money, they will swiftly be called on the
legal carpet. The burden,of proof then is
on them to prove to those who look to
them to battle for their political interests
that they can and will do any and every
thing to avoid even the slightest smudge
of scandal. That may be unfair, but that's
the price that they must pay to be regard
ed as credible and honorable black lead
ers and advocates. At his press confer
ence, Jeffersdn said that he would not
resign. He's up for reelection this year,
and even if by some miracle he escapes
prosecution, the voters hopefully will
show good sense and end his tenure.

/ The evidence, by
now, is overwhelming:
Beautiful, decadent
New Orleans wasn’t
doomed by Hurricane
Katrina but by
decades of human
incompetence and
Eugene
neglect. .As far as
Robinson
the drowned city
is concerned, the
greatest natural disaster in the nation’s
history would have been just a messy
inconvenience if not for the fumbling
hand of man.
The mortal threat to New Orleans,
as Katrina plowed into the Gulf Coast,
was not the powerful winds - Mississippi
took the brunt of those - but the massive
storm surge the hurricane generated. We
now know that the levees, floodwalls
and other barriers protecting the city
were, for the most part, plenty tall
enough and theoretically strong enough
to keep the waters at bay. On paper, New
Orleans should have ended up wet and
wounded, but basically intact. What
happened instead was “the single most
costly catastrophic failure of an engineered
system in history,” according to a report
issued last week by the Independent
Levee Investigation Team, a blue-ribbon
panel led by experts from the University
of California at Berkeley and funded by
the National Science Foundation.
Some of the flood barriers were built
using inadequate materials, the report
says. Others were designed so poorly
that they provided weak spots for the
waters to exploit. Still others were left
unfinished for lack of funds.
The Army Corps of Engineers, which
was responsible for building the levees
that failed, has not yet issued its own
final report on the flood and likely will
dispute some of the independent team’s
conclusions. But Secretary of Homeland
Security Michael Chertoff remarked Jast
week that “had it not been for what
appear to be structural problems in the
building of the levees, Katrina would
have been a bad hurricane” but not an
unparalleled catastrophe.
The report of the independent team ,
which was led by UC Berkeley engineering
professor Raymond B. Seed, cites these
examples of cause and effect: Earthen
levees stretching east from the city were
built with “highly'erodible sand” and
other “lightweight” materials that could
be found locally, rather than more
“cohesive” clay soils that would have
had to be trucked in. “When the storm
surge arrived, massive portions of these
levees eroded catastrophically,” the
report says. “The resulting carnage in St.
Bernard Parish was devastating,” with a

“wall of water ... pushing homes laterally,
flipping cars like toys and leaving them
leaning against buildings, and driving
large shrimp boats deep into the heart of
residential neighborhoods.”
Floodwalls lining the east side of the
Inner Harbor Navigation Canal, known
to locals as the Industrial Canal, were
not engineered to keep water from seeping
beneath and undermining them. “The
result was two massive breaches that
devastated the adjacent Ninth Ward
neighborhood, and then pushed east to
meet with the floodwaters already rapidly
approaching from the east from St.
Bernard Parish.”
Surging water pushed by the hurricane’s
winds from Lake Pontchartrain into the
17th Street and London Avenue drainage
canals remained “well below the design
levels, and well below the tops of the
floodwalls .’’Nonetheless, the floodwalls
suffered “catastrophic” failures; the designers
apparently had not fully understood the
weakness of the foundation soils on
which the walls were built. So even
though little if any water lapped over the
walls, sudden breaches inundated central
New Orleans - residential neighborhoods,
business districts, the streets around the
Superdome.
The report notes that “no one group
or organization had a monopoly on
responsibility” for the disaster. Local,
state and national government officials
were rarely on the same page. In terms
of pure engineering, there should have
been independent review of some of the
Corps of Engineers’ assumptions, and
methods.
The most chilling sentence in the
report is this one: “A number of these
same problems appear to be somewhat
pervasive, and call into question the
integrity and reliability of other sections
of the flood protection system that did
not fail during the event.” In other
words, there are many miles of levees
around New Orleans that were built with
the same questionable design principles
and materials that were used in the
barriers that gave way. The Corps has
patched the levee system so that it could
probably prevent the last flood, hut what
about the next one? Chertoff worries about
a storm hitting next-door Jefferson Parish,
which has seen its population swell with
evacuees and reconstruction workers.
He. worries that with so many people living
in flimsy trailers, even an approaching
tropical storm might necessitate an
evacuation. With New Orleans still crippled
and the jury not yet back on whether it
can ever fully recover from Katrina, no
one wants to flip the calendar. Hurricane
season officially begins on Thursday.
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Standing Ovation for Crowns at
Asolo Theater
is on the sparrow) the extensive
experience
of all the actors is phys
Contributing Writer
iologically apparent.
The quality of the sound system
African American history and
culture are spotlighted in Sarasota’s at Asolo Theater is matched not
Asolo Theater, May 13 through only by the beautiful music but also
June 18 this summer. Crowns is not by the play’s creative use of sonic
only a nationally acclaimed book devices to coincide with choreogra
accounting the stories of real people, phy. It is a technique that is better
but thanks to Golden Globe winning left discovered than described.
actress Regina Taylor, it is now a The crowns in the play, produced
livening theatrical depiction of the by costume designer Emilio Sosa,
passion and tradition of African accurately embody this expression
American women and their hats- or of excellence as well. Tens of
rather, African American Queens ornately designed hats of straw,
feathers, ribbons, and countless
and their crowns.
Whether your passion is music, other materials are hung to either
performance or history, the Crowns side of a wooden floor stage that
cast at Asolo does not fail to bring slopes up against the back wall.
these together in an experience that However, this collection is small
amounts to the richness of life compared to the collections of the
itself. This is to say that they live up people from the stories, who pro
to the efforts of Michael Cunning- fessed to own hundreds.
“My husband said, ‘You don’t
iham and Greg Marberry who wrote
Crowns : Portraits of Black Women need another hat. You don’t have
but one head,”’, said Dorothy
in Church Hats to record, through
photographs and oral histories, the Wyndcroff in the book- a line that
dignity and beauty of this tradition was recounted in the play.
And if their collections are riot
and its people.
“When you present yourself to testimony enough to these queens’
God there should be excellence in appreciation of their crowns, then
all things, including your appear the “Hat Queen Rules” outlined by
the character Mabel certainly are:
ance,” says Mabel in the play.
Indeed, excellent is a proper no touching, no knocking, and hugs
way to describe the performances with heads cocked wide to the side.
Taylor’s version of Crowns
of the seven actors in this produc
tion. With enough boldness to press follows the story of Yolanda,
you against the back of your seat played by Dana Dawson. Yolanda
and voices to make the hair stand is from Brooklyn but is sent to live
on end in mid-song (especially with her Grandmother in South
Lavon Fisher’s rendition of His eye Carolina after the murder of her
By:'JARED BROOKS

Cultivating Musical Friendships

Alvin Bums with Trumpet
You may recall that last week

this column talked about the many
musicians who made the Manhattan
Casino legendary. It also spoke
about the three top bandleaders of
the era, Manzy Harris, Rey Davis
and George Cooper. Other prominent
musicians were mentioned and I
attempted to comment on most of
them. However, this week I wanted
to write about how I’ve managed
to get to know some of the musicians
and, even began to cultivate some
friendships.
Sometimes, the public
perceives musicians as being
strange, especially jazz musicians.
This opinion, I believe is the result
of jazz musicians such as Miles
Davis, Thelonius Monk, Walter
Davis, Jr., and even to a certain
extent, Dizzy Gillespie. Miles was
basically a loner musician who had
the reputation of turning his back
to an audience while playing; and
going so far as to even walk off the
stage when a sideman was taking a
solo. Monk too, was considered
weird. However, Monk was more
eccentric in the way he played
piano; his attire and even his
behavior in public. On the other
hand, Dizzy was playful and funny.
Many of you may recall his verse
‘‘Never going back to Georgia” or
the Bebop glasses that he wore; or
maybe you saw him perform a few
crazy-like dance steps on stage
while performing. Nevertheless,
Dizzy in the late 1950’s and early
1960’s' served as Ambassador of
Jazz, and traveled the world not
only playing jazz but also spreading
goodwill.
Investigate any occupation
and I wager you’ll find some
people that are considered weird,
eccentric, way-out or maybe to
some, downright crazy. Regardless
of how you perceive them to be,
we can do nothing but observe
them, enjoy them when we can,
and chalk it up to “That’s life”. All
of this was being played-out in my
head as I began to meet and know
some of the musicians living in the
Tampa Bay area, specifically St.

However, I must thank Al for pro
viding much of the information
used for the upcoming “Tribute for
Manzy Harris, Rey Davis, George
Cooper and Surviving Band Mem
bers” on June 4th at Saffron’s
Caribbean Restaurant.
And, one final note...it
was just this past Saturday that I
had the opportunity to sit down at
the home of Alvin Bums, trumpet
player, who was one of the Manzy
Harris - Rey Davis Band members.
Bums played trumpet in the band
for several years and he took the
time to share some of his experi
ences with me, about how it was
‘back in the day’. Bums told me
that he started out playing bugle
and then trumpet while a member
of the local Boy Scouts at about
the age of 13. He added that he
began learning to read music at
16th Street School (John Hopkins
Middle School) with local musi
cian and Music Teacher Samuel
Robinson. Later, Bums attended
Gibbs High School, where he met
Band Director Rey Davis aka:
“The Prof’. Bums says that Davis
could play just about any instru
ment in the band, including bass,
alto and tenor saxophones, piano,
and was a master of the trumpet.
Our conversation included Bums
playing several of his CDs that he
wanted me to hear.. .one by David
“Fat Head” Newman called “Blues
Waltz”. Before leaving his home,
we agreed to get together in another
week or so over lunch...we both
have a lot of jazz territory to cover.

Petersburg. Fortunately, I grew up
among jazz musicians, and after
graduating from Howard University
in 1956,1 lived over a jazz night
club where I got to know many
jazz musicians; several of them
becoming best friends. So, when I
started to meet and communicate
with our local musicians, I was
quite familiar with the jargon, and
occasional temperamental behavior
Jazz fans - do you have
displayed by a few. All of that was
any
feedback?
I would like to hear
good! In otherwords,Icould “Digit!”
from
YOU!
Mail
your comments
Some of the first jazz
musicians that I met after relocat to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, do The,
ing to St. Petersburg from South Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML King
Orange, New Jersey, were, Carlito St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Richardson, Eric Darius, Maurice
(Fagg) Fontaine, Melvin “Deke”
Webb, Archie Thompson, Leroy
“Head” Flemming, Vincent Sims,
Ron Gregg, Henry Ashwood, Jr.,
Chester Washington, and Marcus
Hampton, to name just a few. One
day however, I received a surprise
telephone call from Al Williams,
who introduced himself and said
he had been following my musical
progress in the city by keeping up
with the articles I was writing for
The Weekly Challenger.
Al invited me to his home for
a visit and conversation, and I truly
appreciated his invitation. We met
a few days later at his home, and
for several hours we talked,
laughed and shared stories about
the world of jazz. I learned Al was
a most knowledgeable musician
who played trumpet, valve trombone
and was teaching himself to play
jazz organ. He studied pre-med at
Morehouse College where he had
the privilege of having the late Dr.
Martin L. King, Jr. as a classmate.
Al went on to study dentistry until
he was drafted into the Army Dental
Corps in 1951,1 learned also that
Al had not only played with the
late great St. Petersburg bandleader
George Cooper, but also had
founded The Versatiles, an out
standing jazz group who played
locally. There’s much more that
could be said about the man, and
perhaps in a future column I’ll
Alvin Burns
cover his career completely.

brother. Yolanda does riot exactly
fit in to her new environment. How
ever, over the course of the story
the other actors eventually succeed
in showing to her the larger context
of her history. They do this by
embodying true stories rich with
humor or sorrow, but all united by
tradition.
At the end of the story Yolanda
reveals how tradition runs deeper
than we usually understand. “The
more I study Africa, the more I see
that African Americans do very
African things without even know
ing it. Adorning the head is one of
those things,” she says.
Crowns is a great conduit for
newer generations and other social
groups to witness the richness of
these people’s lives. It conveys not
only the way they lived, worshiped
and loved, but perhaps most impor
tantly, how tradition survives.

(clockwise from left) C. Kelly Wright,
Valerie Payton, Dana Dawson

-J

*

1-800-MORGAN-LAW
TAMPA (813)651-1414

forth epeople. cow
Free Hospital and House Calls * Se Habla Espanol
ididid

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon
advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to send you free, written information
about our qualifications and experience. ^Percentage fee computed on gross
recovery before expenses (which we will advance) are deducted. Office Tampa.

6

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continued

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 1,2006

NCNW Sisters To Honor
THE
ART

OF LIVIN'
Norman E. Jones II

St. Petersburg’s Lincoln Cementary
Some of us celebrated Memorial
Day earlier this week. This column
about St. Petersburg’s Historic
Lincoln Cemetery is a timely
subject. Although I am not a native
of St. Petersburg, I have lived in
this city for thirty years and
thoroughly enjoy researching and
writing about the rich African
American histofy and culture in this
city and the surrounding Tampa
Bay Area.
A few weeks ago I was
presented a copy of the story of
Lincoln Cemetery from my friend,
Jon Wilson. Wilson, a journalist for
the St. Petersburg Times, covers
the city’s Midtown community. The
publication was compiled by Pinellas
Genealogy Society. The nearly 600
page document with photographs,
informs readers of the history of
this cemetery. It includes maps,
burial records, obituaries, news
articles and other information about
how Negroes lived during the first
half of the 20th Century in this
segregated resort city.
The Lincoln Cemetery was
established in 1926 at 600 58th
Street South. It is located south of
Seventh Avenue South, between 55
and 58th Streets. Monroe McRae,
who established McRae funeral

home business the following year,
purchased Lincoln in 1958 and
immediately began to bury and
re-bury “Negro’s”.
The- first documented “grave
yard” for the city’s Negro population
was the Moffett I Evergreen Cemetery
on the Southeast corner of
Seventeenth Street and Fifth Avenue
South. In 1958, one hundred and
fifty bodies were moved from
Moffett to new resting grounds at
Lincoln Cemetery near Boca Ciega
High School.
Soon after, the Moffett/Evergreen
cemetery property was sold and
used to build apartments. Some
bodies surfaced during construc
tion. Reports tell that some of the
coffins had been “tampered with”,
indicating the removal of valuables.
The publication has a section
that lists the location of all the plots
on the grounds. It also has a section
of news obituaries of some of the
city’s well-known African American
citizens who are buried in the
cemetery. Some of which are:
William Booher, a business man
and youth counselor; Thelmq
Boother, the city’s first African American librarian; Lewis A.
Dominis who was an artist and
teacher; Lillie Green, who lived to

reach 103 years; Cora A. Hughes,
a Pinellas County educator;
Charlie Williams, the reputed
bolita kingpin of Tampa Bay;
Chester James, the “Local Mayor of
Jamestown”; Walter Postall, hellman for over a Half a century at the
Princess Martha Hotel, and busi
nessman Al, Williams, Sr., who
repaired Babe Ruth’s baseball
shoes.
Dr. Ralph Winbish, Commdnity
Leader, and his son, attorney
Terrence Winbish and Fannye Ayer
Ponder, are also buried there.
Memorial Day dates back to the
Civil War era when General John
Logan, of the national commander
of the Grand Army of the Republic
officially proclaimed Memorial
Day in America on May 5, 1868.
The first national observance of the
new holiday occurred on May 30
that year, when flowers were placed
on the graves of Union and
Confederate soldiers at Arlington
National Cemetery.
The southern states refused to
acknowledge that day as a day to
acknowledge the men who lost
their lives in action. They honored
their dead solders on other days
until after World War I.

Emergency Energy Assistance
Available For Pinellas Citizens
PINELLAS

Cty - Pinellas7

be accepted.) Senior citizens may
County Human Services Department also qualify to receive a voucher
can provide emergency energy for a fan. Applications for the
assistance of up to $400 to senior summer season will be accepted
citizens unable to pay their power until Sept. 30.
Eligible seniors can receive
bills.
Funds from the Area Agency on help up to twice a year during each
Aging of Pasco/Pinellas Inc. can high-demand season Assistance can
help residents 60 and older who are be up to $400 to keep power bills
in danger of having their power current. Human Services staff
disconnected . during the prime members will screen those seeking
heating and cooling seasons when assistance to determine if they meet
demands - and bills - are higher income limits. The income limit is
than normal. Eligible seniors must 150 percent of the Federal Poverty
have a crisis with a “statement of Guideline. For a household of one,
interruption” from the utility the limit is $14,700 a year. For two
company to be considered for help. people, the income limit is $19,800.
(Past due or late fee bills may not (Add $5,100 for each additional

member of family units with more
than eight members.)
Prospective clients can either
stop by a Human Services office
or request a home visit. Human
Services offices are located at
2189 Cleveland St., Suite 230,
Clearwater, and at 647 First Ave. N.,
St. Petersburg. For an appointment
and information, call Annie Shaw
at (727) 464-8400 in Clearwater or
Ann Eicher at (727) 582-7781 in
St. Petersburg.
Assistance is provided without
discrimination on the basis of race,
color, sex, age, disability, religion
or national origin.

Leon Hayes Memorial Scholarship Fund
Association AKA Hayes Foundation
“Education Produces Real Magic”
prevention will host an Introductory/
Interest Brunch. The event will take
place at The Hospice of the Florida
Suncoast, The Gathering Place,
3050 First Avenue South Saint
Petersburg, Florida. If you are in
corrections,

law

enforcement,

government, education or a concerned
citizen and would like to attend this
event, or for more information,
please contact Thelma Davis at
727.894 2969 to RSVP.
The Honoree, the late Mr. Leon
“Magic Man” Hayes was a true

Leon Hayes

proponent of education and com
munity service. The foundation is
the

ST. PETERSBURG - On
Saturday, June 3, 2006 the Hayes
Foundation, a new non-profit
organization with the mission of
addressing juvenile crime and

brainchild

of Mr.

Hayes’s

widow, Mrs. Christine W. Hayes.
Mrs. Hayes along with other board
members, Thelma

Davis/their

daughter, Sarlie McKinnon, III,
Inez McRae, Sherry Howard, Garth

Albury, Laura Anderson, Sevell
Brown, Joseph Cummings, Jeriesha
Carter, and Rev. Clark Hazely will
all be in attendance to officially
unveil this new organization and
answer questions.
The Hayes Foundation will offer
several services:
- An annual report about the
crimes committed by black juvenile
offenders in Saint Petersburg and
Pinellas County.
- Present a yearly summit/expo
discussing and showcasing juvenile
crime prevention..
- Academic scholarships and
grants for deserving students and
ex-juvenile offenders who have
turned their life around, who apply
and are qualified for the advance-/
ment of their education.
/

Associate Men
ST. PETERSBURG - During the Annual Founder’s
Day/Bethune Recognition Luncheon on Saturday, June
17, 2006. The National Council of Negro Women will
honor the men who stand beside the ladies of the St.
Petersburg Metropolitan Section.
The luncheon will be held at the Orange Blossom
Cafeteria, 220 4th Street North, St. Petersburg, FL at
11:00 a.m.
The National Council of Negro Women (NCNW) is
one of the oldest Civil Rights Organizations in the
United States of America, founded in 1935 by the
celebrated historical figure, Mary McLeod Bethune. As
a pre Civil Rights Movement organization, NCNW is
steeped in the tradition of arduous and enduring
struggle for educational advancement, positive social
change, and economic progress in empowering women.
Emanuel Stewart, Associate Life Member has
worked and supported the local Section for nearly 50
years. Stewart along with other gentlemen who make
up the Associated Men link are: Lewis Clowers, Jr.,
Thomas Jet Jackson, James Bolden, Dannie William's,
Minister Thomas Whitlock, James Ayer, Rev. Dr.
Gustave Victor, Solomon Stephens, Rev. John Rogers,
Rev. Dr. Wayne G. Thompson, Nathaniel Hall, Frazier
Walker, and Elder Martin Rainey will be among the
honorees during this special event. For tickets or
additional information, please contact the NCNW office
at 727-896-6556, Mamie Rogers, Chair at 727-327-9855
or Signora Farris at 727-327-3154. Dianne Speights
serves as the local president.

Emanuel Stewart

No Warnings For Unbuckled Motorists
Tampa Area Law Enforcement Join Forces to Save Lives
TAMPA, Fla. - Law enforcement in the Tampa
area are joining forces with agencies statewide for a
common cause - saving lives. From May 14 to June
4, 2006 agencies will join together for the Florida
Department of Transportation’s statewide “Click It or
Ticket Florida” enforcement wave. No warnings for
unbuckled motorists will be given during this time.
Failure to regularly use a safety belt can be deadly.
According to the Florida Department of Highway
Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV), preliminary
data shows that of the 2,622 vehicle crashes in Flori
da throughout the 2005 Memorial Day weekend, 143
occurred in Pinellas and 185 in Hillsborough County
alone. During this four-day holiday 30 fatalities were
recorded across the state, 57 percent of which were
not using their safety belts.
“Safety belts clearly save lives,” said Major Dan
Simovich, Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office Patrol
Operations Bureau Commander. “For this reason, we
are committed to aggressively enforcing the zero
tolerance policy for any unbuckled motorist.”
The Florida Department of Transportation in
conjunction with the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) are joining national,
state and local law enforcement agencies to promote
the “Click It or Ticket” message. This high-visibility
campaign will include television and radio
advertisement targeting unbuckled motorists.
“We completely stand behind these law enforce
ment efforts.” said Florida Department of/transporta

Statewide efforts to promote safety belt usage
will consist of Saturation patrols and increased law
enforcement activities. Agencies will show zero
tolerance for unbuckled motorists in an effort to
reduce fatalities on Florida’s roadways.
For more information on the “Click It or Ticket
Florida” enforcement mobilization, please visit
www.clickitfla.com.

tion Secretary Denver Stutler. “Buckling up is the
number one thing you can do to prevent injury if
involved in a motor vehicle crash. If this campaign
saves one life, then it is well worth it.”
Although safety belt usage in 2005 increased to a
record 82 percent nationally, less than 74 percent of
drivers and passengers observed in Florida were
using their safety belts. Research from NHTSA
shows that regular safety belt usage is the single most
effective way to protect motorists and reduce fatalities
in motor vehicle crashes.

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Automobile Accidents
• Criminal Defense
• Divorce
• Nursing Home Abuse/Neglect
• Wills & Probate
WACHOVIA PLAZA
150 SECOND AVENUE NORTH, SUITE 810
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 33701
(727) 898-9292
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon adyertisements. Before you decide ask the lawyer
to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continued
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
CELEBRATE MIDTOWN THROUGH PICTURES

VOLUNTEER AS A VISITING ROLE MODEL

The Feet on the Street Photo Exhibit continues through June 30
at three Midtown locations - the Royal Theater, 1011 22nd St.
S;, St. Pete Clay Company, 420 22nd St. S. and the Woodson
Museum, 2240 Ninth Ave. S. More
than a hundred photographs, taken by
members of 5ur community, portray
the historic and culturally diverse
Midtown neighborhoods. Contact:
www.theartscenter.org/feetonthestreet.htm

Help a parent understand what their children can realistically
do for their age—help the parent begin to have fun with their
child! For fur
ther ’ information
contact: Kathy
Mize, Coordinator
for The Parent
Aide Program
(727) 544-3900
x 168.

GUARDIAN AD LITEM PROGRAM

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

The Museum of Fine Arts seeks enthusiastic, flexible and
dependable team players to provide inspiring tour experiences
for our visitors of all ages. Enroll now for Docent Training
classes in the Fall of 2006. Contact Lisa Kirksey at 727-8962667, ext. 233 or lisak@fme-arts.org

Hundreds of abused,, abandoned or neglected children urgently
need a Guardian ad Litem volunteer in Pinellas County. Your job
will be to become familiar with the child and the child’s case and
make recommendations to the court to help ensure a safe, caring,
and stable environment. You will be well trained and well super
vised. You will definitely make a
difference in a child’s life. Call;
727-464-6528 or please visit our
web
site
at
w w w.guardianadlitem6 .org.
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Guardian ad Litem
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SUMMER AT YOUR LIBRARY

THE HOWARD UNIVERSITY CLUB OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

ATTENTION EVENT ORGANIZERS

TASTE OF PINELLAS

Each of the city’s libraries has a full schedule of events from
June, 5 to July 28 that includes reading and activities for kids Story times, films, puppet shows, special entertainment acts
and more. For times and locations, pick up a Florida Library
Youth Program brochure at your local library Or City Hall in
the M'all (Tyrone Square) or visit www.splibraries.org.

The Howard University Club of Southwest Florida is seeking
Howard University graduates, their spouses, or children of
graduates to participate in cultural activities, fundraising to sup
port Howard & local charities, & other
social events. For more information call
or email: Dr. Jessica Cabness (Class of
’72) Chair, Membership Committee
Howard University Club of SW Florida
(727) 873-4738,
HOWARD
jesscabness@hotmail.com.
UNIVERSITY

Non-profit organizations seeking City of St. Petersburg co-spon
sorship of events must submit application^ by Friday, June 9,
2006. There is still time, pick up applications now. Proposed
events must occur in the 2007 fiscal year (October 1, 2006 September 30,2007). A $30 processing fee and a 501-c3 certifi
cation must accompany applications. Events must be held with
in the St. Petersburg city limits. To receive an application or fur
ther information call 727-893-7494 or 727-893-7734 or log on to
www.stpete.org/fun.htm to download an application from the
Leisure Services page.

One of the area's largest eating festivals, Taste of Pinellas, comes to
Vinoy Park next weekend, June -2 to 4. The event features sample
tastings from more than 50 restaurants, music, kids activities and
fireworks (June 3). Throughout the weekend, park downtown and
take a free shuttle aboard the downtown Looper Trolley, with ser
vice approximately every five minutes. For' Looper routes and
stops, visit www.LooperTrolley.com. For event information, con

EYECARE AMERICA OFFERS NO COST MEDICAL EYE CARE

A

SATURDAY MORNING HORTICULTURAL PROGRAMS

TO QUALIFIED SENIORS

The national health campaign is intended to remind the senior
community about the value of eyesight. The promotion will
highlight all of the wonderful things that we all see and often
take for granted. The 3Lmonth long promotional campaign runs
May 31 through September 4 and encourages people to call the
EyeCare America Seniors EyeCare Program to see if you, a
loved one or a friend, 65 and older, is eligible to receive a
referral for an eye exam and care. For more information call
1800 222-EYES (3937).

Garden

from front page

1,4Actors (L-R) Keyasia Evans and Ninya Williams

community. There are eight very active and hands-on
board members supporting Adams, and doing what they
can to make a difference in the community.
This past weekend the company presented its first
theatrical production, “A Garden of Truth”. It had a
three part message about slavery and issues of life that
enslave people even today. The play was co-written by
Teresa Patterson and Laquenda Fuller.

“Vanda Orchid Culture” Michael Polen, owner of Art Stone
Orchids, and past president of the Florida West Coast Society will
present an informative lecture on caring for these exotic orchids at
Sunken Gardens. A question and answer period will follow the
presentation, and a variety of orchids will be available for sale.
This presentation is free with paid Sunken Gardens admission or
membership. For more information, call 551-3148.

The play opened with seventeen year old Mark
Steven McCall Jr., sitting in a park delivering a message
about occurrences of his life that led to the present,
and uniqueness of the name of his character name,
Sojourner Williams. McCall talked directly to the
audience, capturing their attention.
The all youth production directed by co-author
Laquenda Fuller, depicted how as a nation, many
are enslaved spiritually, physically, mentally and
emotionally. It introduced Isabella Baumfree, one of
the nation’s inspirational activists, and public speakers;
famously known as Sojourner Truth. It illustrated,
through fruits of the spirit, how people can become
free. This production is an encouraging illustration of
a young man’s tragedy, redemption, and resurrection in
Christ.
Thirteen year old Ninya Williams, did an excellent
job portraying Sojourner Truth. She did some acting
in her native New York before she and her family moved
to Florida She said she loves to act, so when she read
Bay Area Studios was holding auditions, she jumped at
the opportunity, she said. Fourteen year old Naquan
Reese, another actor with a promising career, attends
Christ Gospel Church under the leadership of Rev.
Preston Leonard. “I have performed in several plays at

TAMPA BAY ASSOCIATION OF BLACK JOURNALISTS

HOW CAN YOU FIT VOLUNTEERING INTO AN ALREADY HECTIC

SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE EXTENDED TO JUNE 9

SCHEDULE?

The contest is open to high school seniors who graduated this year
and all students attending college in the 2006-7 term. We want
applicants of color with a demonstrated interest in journalism, with
the intent of studying journalism in college and a connection to the
Tampa Bay area. Details are available on the website:
http://www.freewebs.com/tampabaynabj/

Mentors serve as role models and provide encouragement and
friendship to a child in Pinellas County who needs to build, self
esteem, needs special assistance or just needs a listening ear. Vol
unteer a few hours a week near your home. Our program is fund
ed by the Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas County. For more
information or to find out when our next Open House will be
please call Gulf Coast Community Care Adults Mentoring Chil
dren Program (727)-479-1831

my church, so Ms. Patterson asked me to audition for send people we need to make this happen,” Adams said
with a smile as he appealed to the audience to donate, as
this production and I was glad to do it,” he said.
Adams said he encounters children like Ninya and they exited the studio. The company’s next production
Laquan everyday, who just want an opportunity to act, will be in November. For more information about Bay
sing, dance, write or whatever it is they do', but are stifled Area Studios, contact H. Adams at (727) 366-9662.
because there are not enough opportunities in the African
American community. This leaves many talented kids
prey for negative influences. Currently there are over
forty children working with the production company,
he said.
Adams is like the “Pied
Piper’ of his company, making
an appeal to every child in the
audience to join Bay Area
y
FRESH FLOUNDER AND PINK SHRIMP
Studios. “Everyone has a gift.
j
TOGETHER AT LAST
This company is in place to
ONLY $10.99
help you do what God has
INCLUDES COLE SLAW, CORNPUPS,
designed you to do,” he said,
CHOICE OF FRIES OR RICE PILAF
appealing to the audience.
The productions this
400 - 49th St South
weekend were free to the
St. Petersburg, FL
public although the facilities
(727)327-8309
used to present the play
(727) 328-8309
charged Bay Area Studios a
MID PENINWLA iEAFOOD Mon.-Sat. I I AM to 9 PM
fee.. “God will continue to
Sunday ... Gone Fishin*
MAWIT & RESTAURANT

Deltas Report a Capacity Crowd at Its 7th Annual
Prayer Breakfast

Earnest Williams, councilman

The S|. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. held it’s
Seyenth Annual Prayer Breakfast on May
20, 2006, at the beautiful St. Petersburg
Downtown Hilton Hotel. A capacity crowd
of 600 filled the main ballroom. This year’s
event was co-chaired by Dr. Yvonne
Williams and Armetha Williams. The
Mistress of Ceremonies was . Sister Diane
Hughes.
Bishop Thomas weeks, III noted author
and lecturer, was the speaker. He was
introduced by Chapter president, Sharon
Wilson. Bishop Weeks blessed the audience
abundantly with a powerful soul-stirring
message focusing on the Seventh Year of

Completion and the Eighth Year of New
Beginnings in which previous hard work
would be rewarded. His Text was from the
15 th Chapter of Deuteronomy, Verse 1,
which reads: “At the end of seven years Thou
shall make a release.” In other words,
increase and overflow of good fortune and
the sharing of that good fortune is indicated
after the seventh year of obedience and hard
work. The subject and sermon were synony
mous with Delta’s commitment to community
service. Attendees rose to their feet through
out the message giving praise td God. Bish
op Weeks was presented a key to the City by
Councilman Earnest Williams. A special gift
was presented by Sharon Wilson, chapter
President.
Other participants were: Dana Mackey,
prelude entertainment, Selah, Mt. Zion
Progressive Church; Rep. Frank Peterman;
Dr. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor, First Baptist
Institutional Church; Dr. Karen White,
Honorary Chair, Chancellor USF St. Petersburg,
Honorary Chair Diana King, American Heart

tact: 767-4193.

SpTHE PERFECT COUPLE”

W

CHIROPRACTIC, P.L.L.C.
3651 42nd Ave. South, Suite C-104
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

Armetha Williams and Dr. Yvonne
Williams, Chairpersons

Association; Apostle Clarice Pennington, and
Deana Mobley, Chapter Chaplin.
Proceeds from the breakfast benefited
community organizations including the
Royal Theatre and the Sickle Cell Foundation.
This was a phenomenal year for Delta’s
Prayer Breakfast. Eleven scholarships were
awarded to local deserving students.

Dr. Kelly M. Reed, Jr.

Ms. Patricia Williams, L.M.T.

NEW OFFICE LOCATION

CHIROPRACTIC AND ACUPUNCTURE
HEALTH CARE
MASSAGE THERAPY
AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS, SPORTS INJURIES,
MEDICARE AND MEDICAID
NEUROMUSCULAR & RELAXATION THERAPY
Accepting roost insurance plans and ALL Major Credit Cards

CALL (727) 864-1882
2006 Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
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STATE NEWS
Floridians upset over Citizens increases

State, Broadcasters Launch Hurricane
Preparedness Campaign

By RON WORD
Associated Press Writer

By BILL KACZOR
JACKSONVILLE. (AP) Marti L. Rose's home and rental
properties escaped serious damage
when hurricanes battered the state
in 2004 and 2005, but she might
lose them anyway.
Like thousands of Floridians,
the Key West real estate attorney
has seen dramatic increases in her
rates from Citizens Property
Insurance, the state's carrier of last
resort. On just one of her three
properties _ a duplex that brings in
about $3,600 a month in rent _ her
Citizens rates have gone from
$4,087 annually in 2005 to $7,475
this year. That's an 83 percent
increase.
"It's killing me. It's putting me
in a position to have to sell my
property," said Rose, 40. "They are
making it so that only the very
wealthy can afford to live here."
The average Citizens customer saw
rates jump 16.2 percent this year, a
reflection. of the eight hurricanes
that have battered Florida the past
two years, causing $30.2 billion in
insured losses and 2.8 million
claims, That has private insurers
fleeing the state, forcing Citizens to
take on a bigger slice of the insur
ance market.
Citizens has asked from another
45 percent increase, but it has not
yet been approved by regulators.
More increases are expected. Citi
zens has 833,797 customers or 13.6
percent of the market through the
end of 2005. State Farm, the state's
largest insurer, has just over 1 mil
lion policyholders, or 17.2 percent
of the market.
To help Citizens, the Legisla
ture gave it $715 million to help
offset the 2005 deficit and reduce
its 11 percent assessment to about
2.5 percent, but that covers less
than half of its $1.7 billion deficit
for the two years.
Monroe County residents,
including Rose, have been fighting
the increase from Citizens saying
residents there have been hit by
exorbitant rate increases that are not
justified, A hearing is scheduled

Associated Press Writer

soon with the Office of Insurance
Regulation, which froze Monroe's
rates at the 2005 level. Monroe
County policyholders pay about
$20.91 per $1,000 of coverage,
compared with $2.60 in Jack
sonville.
"We are in a crisis situation,"
said Teri Johnston, a spokeswoman
for FIRM, an acronym for Fair
Insurance Rates in Monroe. "It's an
area that needs total reform. They
(the Legislature) just couldn't solve
it in the time frame that they had."
The Florida Insurance Council,
an industry group, said it is facing
tough times from the eight hurri
canes and four tropical storms to flit
the state in a 15-month period.
"Florida has an insurance problem,
Or at least that's the perception of
many consumers and political fig
ures. Insurance has a Florida prob
lem, or at least that's the perception
of many insurers and investors
around the world. There's more
than a little truth in each of those
perceptions, but the reality is that
Florida has a hurricane problem,"
Sam Miller, the council's executive
vice president, wrote in a report
about the active 2004 and 2065 hur
ricane seasons and their effect on
the insurance industry.
It's not only Citizens' policy
holders that are upset. All Florida
property owners are being assessed
to help make up for the deficit.
.Carol Brockway, who lives in

Winter Haven, buys her insurance
from State Farm and doesn't feel it
is fair for her to pay for Citizens'
losses.
: "The Legislature is trying to be
an insurance company and failing
miserably," Brockway said, who
called the assessment "a hidden
tax." But Randy E. Dumm, associ
ate professor of risk management
and insurance at Florida State
University, said the Legislature had
little choice but to bail out Citizens
and allow it and other insurers to
increase rates. Dumm was a mem
ber of the Task Force on LongTerm Solutions for Florida's
Insurance Market, which issued its
report to the Legislature in March.
It provided much of the framework
for the legislation approved in the
waning 'moments, of this year's ses
sion.
"Because of the absolute size
of the economic losses that are pos
sible due to hurricanes in Florida,
the private market, public mechanisriis, and even the state itself sim
ply do not have sufficient capacity
to provide recovery from a truly
mega-catastrophic
hurricane
event," the report states. Dumm
said he understands the angst of
policyholders when they get sticker
shock by opening the insurance
bills. "I'm not happy either as a
consumer, but the alternative is not
having a functioning insurance
market."

TALLAHASSEE (AP) - The
911 calls from people trapped in
their homes as Hurricane Ivan bat
tered the Pensacola area nearly two
years ago are chilling. "Water is all
over the house, our roof is com
pletely caved in," one panicked
woman says. Another says all her
neighbors had evacuated and pleads
"Please, tell me what to do." A man
in a wheelchair says water is com
ing in and asks for an ambulance.
Dispatchers respond that it's too
dangerous to send help during the
storm. Public service announce
ments that begin running this week
end on Florida television stations
include recordings of those desper
ate calls and blunt warnings that
failure to prepare for hurricanes, or
flee from them, can be deadly.
The 2006 hurricane season
begins Thursday. "We're going to
use the sledgehammer," said Flori
da Emergency Management Direc
tor Craig Fugate. "People need to
get a plan. People need to get
ready." "Get a Plan!" is the theme
of the $2.2 million public aware
ness program the state is conduct
ing with the Florida Association of
Broadcasters. It also includes radio
ads, billboards and an Internet Web
site that helps people draw up hur

ricane plans.
Fugate, a husky, bearded man,
does most of the hammering in the
TV spots. "If you don't have a plan
you're gambling with your home,
your livelihood, your life and your
family's life," Fugate says in one of
the ads'.
In another, he urges people to
take their pets when they evacuate,
noting many shelters now have ani
mal facilities. Some people have
refused to evacuate in the past
because they didn't want to leave
pets behind. Fugate also warns in
one Spot that people need to have
enough supplies to fend for them
selves immediately after a hurri
cane because authorities must first
focus oh search and rescue.
The ads also feature pictures of
hurricane devastation and refer
viewers to the Web site. The site's
hurricane planner uses such infor
mation as a family's size and
address to compute the amount of
water and ice needed for 72 hours
and display local evacuation routes.
"There is absolutely no longer
any excuse for somebody riot to
have a plan," Lt. Gov. Toni Jen
nings said during a news confer
ence at the state's emergency head
quarters. "We're going to make it
so easy for you."
The campaign's focus is on peo
ple who have the means to prepare

but haven't done so, based on a sur
vey showing a third of all Floridi
ans are less ready for a hurricane
than they should be. Telephone
interviews of 1,200 residents were
conducted in March. It found peo
ple with higher income and educa
tion levels, who owned their own
homes and are over 30 but under
80, are most prepared, said Florida
State University researcher Jay
Baker, who headed the survey.
The survey showed whites were
more prepared than Hispanics and
blacks, but that could be related
more to income level, Baker said.
The survey also found Panhandle
residents were more prepared than
those elsewhere in the state.
Demographics, however, appar
ently play no role in whether people
obey or ignore evacuation orders,
Baker said. What matters most is
whether they get the evacuation
message and their perception of
how safe their homes are.
"The people who think they
were ordered to evacuate and don't
believe their homes would be safe
are about nine times as likely to
evacuate as the other people,"
Baker said. The ads will run
throughout the hurricane season,
which ends Nov. 30, and new ones
will be added in July, said Florida
Association of Broadcasters presi
dent Pat Roberts.

IT PAYS TO PLAY.
BE A FLORIDA LOTTERY RETAILER.

Self-management is essential
May is arthritis awareness month
PINELLAS Cty - Arthritis means “joint inflammation
(arth=joint, itis=inflammation). It refers to more than
130 different diseases and conditions that affect joints
and the tissues around the joints - such as muscles
and tendons. The most common types of arthritis are
osteoarthritis, rheumatoid, fibromyalgia, lupus, gout
and scleroderma.
Facts about arthritis! ’

•

Arthritis affects both men and women and is the
#1 cause of disability in the United States .
•
According to recent data from the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
almost three million Floridians of all ages are
affected by arthritis.
•
7 million adults say that arthritis limits their
usual activities in some way.
•
The risk of arthritis increases with age, and is
more common in women than men.
• , African-Americans/blacks with arthritis have
more activity limitation than whites.
•
Early diagnosis and appropriate management of
arthritis, including self-management activities,
can help people with arthritis decrease disabili
ty and pain, improve function, stay productive
and lower health care costs.
Key self-management activities include the fol

lowing:
See Your Doctor—Although there is no cure for
most types of arthritis, early diagnosis is important,
especially for inflammatory types of arthritis. For
example, early use of disease-modifying drugs caii
affect the course of rheumatoid arthritis. If you have
symptoms of arthritis, see your doctor and begin
appropriate management'of your condition.
Be Active—Research has shown that physical
activity decreases pain, improves function, and delays
disability. Make sure you get, at least 30 minutes of
moderate physical activity at least three days a week.
You can get activity in 10-minute intervals.
Watch Your Weight—The risk of arthritis increas
es with increasing weight. Research suggests that
maintaining a healthy weight reduces the risk of
developing arthritis and may decrease progression of
the disease.
Protect Your Joints—Joint injury can lead to
osteoarthritis. People who experience sports or occu
pational injuries or have jobs with repetitive motions
like repeated knee bending have more osteoarthritis.
Avoid joint injury to reduce your risk of developing
osteoarthritis.
For more information about arthritis, visit
www.cdc.gov/arthritis,www.arthritis.org
or
www.doh.state.fl.us/family/arthritis or email arthri
tis @ doh .state .fl .us.

What a great way to grow any business.
✓ Great for restaurants, drugstores, discount stores
and other retailers
✓ Get tickets, terminals and other supplies at no cost*
✓ Earn commission on every ticket sold
✓ Increase store traffic
✓ Earn extra cash through retailer incentives
✓ Support from sales, advertising and marketing staff
✓ More than 1.3 Million transactions daily, statewide
✓ Over $3.5 Billion in sales last year alone

Get started today.
Call the Florida Lottery Business Development Department at
850.4877733 or e-mail us at b2b@flalottery.com.
©2006 Florida Lottery. *There is a $100 nonrefundable application fee.

When you play, we all win.
ww.flaiottery.com
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NATIONAL NEWS
President Of Liberia Relishes
Role As Grandmother At
Graduation

Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, center, arrives among
security at Kennesaw State University (AP Photo/Gene Blythe)

By ERRIN HAINES
Associated Press Writer

KENNESAW,Ga.(AP)-Hundreds
of people cheered, clapped and
snapped picthres Saturday afternoon
in the presence of Liberian President
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf at Kennesaw
State University. Most of the praise
was not for her, but for the hundreds
of graduates of North Cobb High
School’s Class of 2006, including

Johnson Sirleaf’s granddaughter,
Jenelle Elsa Sirleaf of Acworth,
about 35 miles northwest of Atlanta.
For a couple of hours, the head
of state took pleasure in being a
proud grandmother. Smiling from
her front row seat, the president
stood to salute Jenelle and honored
the senior with dignified applause
when the young woman accepted
her diploma as her name was
called.

The school’s principal, Gary
Boling, took only a moment to
recognize Johnson Sirleaf at the
beginning of the program, mentioning
her name in the same breath as local
school officials before recognizing
the class salutatorian. After the
ceremony, Boling remarked that he
was honored to host the dignitary
and proud of the United States’
historic relationship with Liberia.
The country was founded in 1847
by free blacks and former slaves
from America.
The president is also a 1971
graduate of Harvard University,
where she earned a master’s degree
in public administration. For some
in attendance, getting a glimpse of
Johnson Sirleaf and her family ran a
close second to seeing their graduate
walk across the stage. Gladys
Blackman of Philadelphia beamed with
pride at Liberia’s first democraticallyelected woman president as she
waited to see her own grandchild,
Derrick Lee Alexander Blackman,
in his purple cap and gown. “She’s
a female, so I’m proud of her,”
Blackman said. “She might bring
another view to overcome some of
her country’s problems.”
After being sworn in Jan. 16,
Johnson Sirleaf inherited one of the
world’s poorest countries, battered
by back-to-back civil wars from
1989 to 2003 that left 200,000 people
dead and 3 million of its citizens
scattered abroad.

New Editor Keeps Winning
Formula At Essence Magazine

Angela Burt-Murray, editor-in-chief of Essence magazine

By JEFFREY GOLD
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) - At 36,
Angela Burt-Murray is as old as
Essence, the magazine she grew up
with and now serves as editor-inchief. Essence, launched in 1970
amid the civil rights struggle,
remains the nation’s leading magazine
for black women. Society has changed
since then, but Burt-Murray said
the magazine still has a niche.
“Essence was really the voice
of a very progressive movement.
African-Americans were still struggling
at that time for equal rights and
jobs,” said Burt-Murray, who lives
in South Orange, NJ. “Right now, I
think that the community is in a
very different place. Obviously,
there are still great challenges that
we have facing us, but I think
African-American women see
themselves as strivers. These are
women who come to Essence
because they are seeking a better
life and they know that Essence can

give them the tools and information
to move their lives forward,” she
added.
As editor, Burt-Murray said it’s
her job to keep the magazine’s
focus on black women. “My sole
job responsibility, the only thing
that I am judged on, is thinking
about black women,” she said.
“That’s .what I do all day: think
about what black women want,
what black women need, how they
want to look, what they want to do
in their relationships, what they
want to serve for dinner.” BurtMurray said she avoided sweeping
changes since returning to Essence
after two years as executive editor
of Teen People. But she’s made
“subtle shifts” that included adding
a section on “black men, sex & intimacy.”
It’s a prudent course, as the
Manhattan-based magazine’s com
bination of features, fashion and
personal finance needs little adjust
ment to maintain its dominance,
said an industry observer, Samir A.
Husni, a journalism professor at the

University of Mississippi. “It’s one
magazine I wouldn’t mess with,”
said Husni, known for his
mrmagazine.com Web site. “Essence
has proven that staying the course
and providing this diet of advice,
relationships, sex, life, jobs, all in
one, has proven to be a successful
approach.”
Essence ranked 84th among
U.S. magazines in 2005 with 1.06
million paid circulation, virtually
unchanged from a year earlier.
Advertising pages for the first four
months of the year are 7,5 percent
ahead of the same period last year,
according to the Magazine Publishers
of America. To stay competitive,
Essence is doing more with its Web
site and tweaking its mix of news,
features and advice.
One new item started in the current
issue, “You Can Buy a Home,”a 12month campaign tq help readers
purchase their first home. Two days
after the issue came out, more than
400 readers had signed up on the
Web site, she said. Burt-Murray’s
fetum to Essence
came five months
I
after the magazine was bought by
Time Inc., which had held a minority
interest since 2000. Time Inc., a
unit of media conglomerate Time
Warner Inc., publishes over 145
magazines,, including Time, People
and Sports Illustrated.
Essence enjoys the advantage
of reaching 40 percent of the nation’s
black women. Its readership of over
7.7 million is three-quarters female
and comprises subscribers, newsstand
buyers and people sharing copies,
according to industry research.
Three-quarters of the readership is
18 to 49 years old.

Big Easy Honors Katrina Victims for Memorial Day
NEW ORLEANS (AP) - Singing
“We shall overcome,” sorrowful residents
and religious leaders accompanied by
an old New Orleans brass band walked
up a repaired levee and put their hands
on a new flood wall Monday • in a
Memorial Day remembrance for victims
of Hurricane Katrina.
Some participants at the ceremony
in the city’s Lower Ninth Ward carried
American flags as organizers also
called on the crowd to remember fallen

U.S. soldiers.
Noting all the state’s residents who
have fought for America, organizers
said they- now need Americans to fight
for southern Louisiana and help restore
the region’s levees and wetlands for
protection against future hurricanes.
A second ceremony, in the opposite
end of the city at the site of a breach in
the 17th Street Canal, drew a crowd of
about 100 piostly middle-class residents
of the area. The memorial in the

devastated Lower Ninth Ward drew
about 150 people, few of whom have
the means to rebuild without help.
Ministers praised residents’ resilience
and dedication to their devastated
neighborhoods, and urged them to set
aside questions of blame and focus
instead on how they might help each
other.
“If we can find it in our hearts to
say, ‘Hey, y’all, how ya doin’, how’s
your mama ‘n them,’ then we’ve caught

the vision,” said the Rev. Oliver P.
Duvemay, drawing smiles and light
laughter from the crowd in the Ninth Ward.
At a makeshift podium within sight
of a handful of laborers working on tlje
Industrial Canal, which flooded the
Lower Ninth Ward, memorial partici
pants read hundreds of names of people
who died during and after the storm in
Louisiana. As they read, the Treme
Brass Band softly and slowly played
“A Closer Walk with Thee” and other

Katrina Victim Found In House
NEW ORLEANS (AP) - Less than a yet to file reports of possible Katrina
week before the next hurricane season deaths. More than 80 percent of the missing
starts, firefighters still searching for those are from Orleans Parish, and 66 percent are
missing after Hurricane Katrina have found African-American.
FEMA this month announced that its
another body. A DNA test will be needed to
identify the body; the only certainty is that .list of people missing from the 2005
it was an adult male, said John Gagliano, hurricane season had fallen from 12,000
chief coroner’s investigator in New Orleans. shortly after Katrina to fewer than 300.
It was found Saturday in the rear laundry “Now, eight months after Hurricanes Katrina
room of a house in Mid-City, where most and Rita, it’s likely that many of the lost
houses are raised several feet but floods will not be found,” FEMA said May 18 in
still reached the attached mailboxes, nearly a statement. “Some may have been swept
chest-high. The house was fifth to be away forever in the floodwaters, and some
checked of 47 addresses given to the search may not want to be found.”
The Louisiana Family Assistance Center
team Friday, said Capt. Kenneth Kirsch of
handles
an ever-changing list of addresses
the New Orleans Fire Department.
The addresses came from the Louisiana of people missing since Katrina hit Aug. 29.
Family Assistance Center, a state agency The list, last updated May 2, has 481
that has a list of 226 people missing since names. The New Orleans firefighters are
the 2005 hurricanes. A state Health and working as part of Southeast Louisiana
Hospitals Department list of missing people Task Force One - 16 firefighters, most
shows Huey Hughes, 76, at the address working on a day off and paid by the
where the body was found, but authorities Federal Emergency Management Agency.
could not confirm that Saturday. The mailbox Since FEMA began the 90-day contract on
March 2, the team has found at least a
shows a different name.
The agehcy this month raised the number dozen bodies, mostly in the Lower Ninth
of Louisiana residents killed by Katrina by Ward.
Cadaver dogs, canines trained to locate
281, to 1,577, after more reports of out-ofstate deaths came in. Several states have the scent of dead bodies, are still part of the

search effort, said Kirsch, particularly
when teams search the Lower Ninth, where
instead of homes they often must sift
through huge debris piles.
“In debris, it’s the dogs that lead us,”
Kirsch said. “We can’t find anything in a
pile of debris without a dog hitting on
something to lead us in that direction.”
Financial and logistical obstacles have
often stopped or slowed the search crews
since Katrina, Kirsch said. The recovery
mission started shortly after the storm but
temporarily shut down Dec. 10 because of
lack of money, he said.
Search crews directed by the Army
Corps of Engineers also checked the 2,100
flood-battered houses on the city’s list for
demolition. “We completed that two to
three weeks ago,” Kirsch said of the list,
which includes about 1,600 homes in the
Lower Ninth alone.
In the future, more money will be needed
to send out search teaips if houses are
added to the demolition list, he said. “I
know the fire department can’t afford to
fund it right now,” he said.
The Atlantic hurricane season officially
starts June 1 and ends November 30.
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funeral staples.
Near the 17th Street breach, partici
pants sang “God Bless America” and
dropped 1,557 carnations — one for
each known Louisiana victim - into the
canal to honor the dead.
Most homes are abandoned near
the sites of the two canal breaches.
. “From here, it looks hopeless, but
we need to leam to transcend what we
can see with our eyes,” Duvemay said
as he looked around after the ceremony.

Tampa

$azz (Association, dnc.

' presents

Vincent

Gardner in Concert

Trombonist currently performing with
Wynton Marsalis and The Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra
also appearing at the North East Florida Jazz Festival
Vincent Gardner, Trombonist, attended. Florida A&M
University. He took a summer job in a Jaaz hand at Walt
Disney World. There he caught the ear of Duke
Ellington’s son, Mercer Ellington which prompted his
move to New York and a career in music. Gardner
performs v/ith the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra. Be
has toured, with Grammy Award-winner Lauryn HUI
and has performed, or recorded with The Duke Ellington
Orchestra, Bobby McPerrln, The Count Basie Orchestra,
the Saturday Night Llvo Band, Chaka Khan, Marcus
Botoerts, Matchbox SO and Nancy Wilson. He teaches at
Florida State University and tJuilllard.
Vincent Gardner

Studio@680
680 First Avenue South '
St. Petersburg, Ttorida '
737-895-6680
Sunday, June 4, 2006

3:00 p.m.

Tickets willrfco sold at the door:
ADTBJA memhers - $ IS

Non-members - - - - $so
Don’t miss the unique jazz stylings of

Vincent Gardner
The man who will use his skill and constructive imagination to see
how much he can give for a dollar, instead of how little he can
give for a dollar, is bound to succeed.

-Henry Ford
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OBITUARIES
Former NFL back “Ironhead” Heyward dies at age 39

FINAL RITES

Robert L.
Davis, Jr.

Endia Elizabeth
Hodge

Chanequa Shu'rae
Kirkland

Bom on September 10,
1935, in Tallahassee, Florida
to Robert L. Davis, Sr. and
Littie Pittman, Robert L.
Davis, Jr. departed this life
on May 20,2006,
He leaves to cherish
his memories a loving wife,
Antoinette Davis of St. Peters
burg, FL; two daughters:
Barbara Green (Theodore)
of Miramar, FL and Wanda
Davis of Jacksonville, FL;
two stepsons, Mark Maxwell
(Sophia) and Danell Maxwell,
both of Elizabethtown,
KY; two stepdaughters,
Shirley Maxwell and Mary
Brown (Joey), both of St.
Petersburg, FL; one brother:
Lawrence Davis of Orlando,
FL; Special Friends:
Emmanuel and Eloise
Kelsey of St. Petersbuig, FL;
12 grandchildren and 10
great-grandchildren; and a
host of nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.

Bom on July 5,1910,
in Ebony, Virginia to W.
and Mrs. Oliver Games,
Endia Elizabeth Hodge
departed this life on May
20,2006.
She leaves to cherish
her memories her grandson,
Ronald Usry of St. Peters
burg, FL; three grand
daughters, Barbara Usry
Robertson and husband
Michael of St.Petersburg,
FL, Jennifer Usry Philip
of Durham, NC and Kim
Usry West of Jamaica,
NY; great grandchildren,
Ali Granville, Sabrina
Wise, J-.arry Wise, Jr. and
Yolanda Wise; great great
grandchildren, Alicia A.
Granville, Aliyah
S.
Granville, Ali Granville,
Jr., Yamani Patterson,
Shanique Wise, RayShawn
Wise and Ericia A. Brown;
and a host of other loving
relatives and friends.

Bom on August7,1980,
in St. Petersburg, Florida
to Beverly Prince Kirkland
and Emory Kirkland,
Chanequa Shu’rae Kirkland
passed away on May 23,
2006.
She leaves to cherish
loving memories, her
parents, Beverly- Prince
Kirkland and Emory
Kirkland (Theresa); 3
sons, D’andre Jacquez
Robby McIntyre, Navieyon
Keyshawn McKinney and
Thomas Vinay McKinney;
one daughter, De’Ari
Azhanti Landers; 2
brothers, James Demetric
Kirkland (Michail), Lawrence
Hayes; 1 sister, Sheryl
Marlow (R.B.), 2 grand
mothers, Mary Glover
and Hazel Mays; 5
nephews; 1 niece; 5
aunts; 1 uncle; and a host
of cousins, other relatives
and friends.

Prayer Helps

Craig “Ironhead” Heyward

ATLANTA (AP) - Former
NFL fullback Craig “Ironhead”
Heyward died Saturday after a
71/2-year fight with a recurring
brain tumor, his son’s'high school
football coach said. He was 39.

Heyward spent 11 seasons in
the NFL with New Orleans, Chicago,
Atlanta, St. Louis and Indianapolis.
The former University of Pitts
burgh All-American rushed for a
career-high 1,083 yards for the
Falcons in 1995.
“I got a call at 4:30 or 5 that
he had passed away,” said Blair
Armstrong, who coached Heyward’s
son, Cameron, at Peachtree Ridge
High School . “He was in a hospice
when he died, but I don’t know
which one.”
Armstrong said he often
talked to Heyward when he came
to see his son play.
“He wasn’t real mobile, but
he’d been rehabbing. He thought
he might walk again. But once he
lost his hearing and his sight, his

organs started shutting down.
Other problems were just developing.”
Bom in Passaic, N.J., in
1966, the 5-foot-ll fullback ran
for 4,301 yards in his NFL career
and had 1,559 yards receiving.
Heyward was one of the
biggest running backs in NCAA
Division I-A history, with a
weight estimated at 260 to 285
pounds, but finished third in Pitt
career rushing with 3,086 yards.
He trailed only Tony Dorsett
(6,526 yards) and Curvin Richards’
3,192 yards. Heyward’s 1,791
yards in 1987, counting a bowl
game, rank second only to
Dorsett's 2,150 yards in 1976 for
a Pitt single season.
Heyward was a first-team AP
All-America pick that season, but

chose to pass up his senior season
and was a first-round draft pick
by New Orleans.
“Craig Heyward truly ranks
among the all-time greats in Pitt
football history,” Pittsburgh
coach Dave Wannstedt said in a
statement released with ' the
school.
“I will always remember him
as a tremendous player who tad
an irrepressible attitude ori and
off the field. The thoughts and
prayers of the entire Pitt family
are with Craig’s loved ones
during this time of sorrow.”
Heyward’s son, the 6'7", 280pound Cameron, visited Pitt on a
recruiting trip last month and is
considered one of the nation’s top
defensive line recruits.

Former Montana State basketball player
Willie Weeks dead at 55
WOLF POINT (AP) Willie Weeks, who played on
one of the most celebrated high
school basketball teams in state
history and holds the fourthbest career scoring average at
Montana State University, died
Monday of natural causes. He
was 55,
Weeks was the best player
on Wolf Point’s 1967-68 and
1968-69 teams which posted a
43-8 record and won the Big 32
state championship in 1968. He
earned high school All-America
honors.
“He was quite a ballplayer,”
said is former coach Ron Harcharik. “Before his sophomore

year, that summer, he was in the
gym every day.”
Harcharik called Weeks a
pure shooter. “Any shot was a
good shot. He was a great com
petitor. He’s one of the best
players Wolf Point ever had.”
Weeks went on to play at
Montana State, where his 18.1
points per game career scoring
average is the fourth best in
Bobcat history. He helped lead
the 1,972-73 MSU team to a 179 record, including a sweep of
Montana.
In 1971, Weeks was a central
figure in one of the most
famous games in Brick Breeden
Fieldhouse history.

Weeks and teammate Bill
Brickhouse each scored 38
points, but were upstaged by
Idaho State’s Willie Humes
whose 53 points is still the
fieldhouse record.
“I was in the fieldhouse,”
said former MSU coach Mick
Durham. “I’m not sure that
isn’t the greatest game in the
fieldhouse.
“When he was on his game
and he was hitting from the
outside, he was just fun to
watch,’’Durham said. “He played
to the crowd a little bit. He was
good. He definitely played with
a flair and a passion.”

At MSU, Weeks earned
all-Big Sky and academic AllAmerica honors. After college,
he was invited to try out with
the San Diego Conquistadors
of the American Basketball
Association, coached by Wilt
Chamberlain.
\
‘ Weeks was an enrolled
member of the Assiniboinel
Sioux Tribes of Fort Peck, was
a former tribal council member
and founded and was the first
director of the Tribal Employ
ment Rights Office.
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SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987
Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans
“Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours’
Helping' families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

Hugh Patterson dies, was publisher of Arkansas Gazette
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) Hugh B. Patterson, Jr., whose
38 years as publisher of the
Arkansas Gazette included the
Central High School desegregation
crisis, has died at the age of 91.
Patterson's death Monday was
reported by the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette. He was pub
lisher of the Gazette from 1948
to 1986, when the newspaper
was sold to Gannett Co. The
Gazette won two Pulitzer Prizes
in 1958, one forits news coverage
of Central High and the other for
editorials.
Arkahsas Democrat-Gazette
Publisher Walter E. Hussman Jr.

said Patterson’s greatest achieve
ment Was the Gazette’s coverage
of the Central High desegregation.
“It was a difficult time, and he,
certainly responded,” Hussman
said. The U.S. Supreme Court
had ruled in 1954 in Brown v.
Board of Education that segregated
schools were unconstitutional.
“Isaid, Well, of course, it’s
got to be recognized that the
Supreme Court decision was the
only decision that could have
been made,” Patterson lajer
recalled in an interview with The
Associated Press. “We have to
recognize that this is a transitional
time in terms of public policy

and it will, perhaps, take some
time for that to be realized, but
there’s just no option to this.
It’s a fundamental matter.” In
September 1957, nine black
students braved angry white
mobs to attend Central High.
Gov. Orval Faubus had called out
the National Guard to prevent
black children from attending the
previously all-white school, but
President Eisenhower sent Army
troops to escort the youngsters
into the school and maintain
order. Patterson “was absqlutely
vital to leading the paper to the
position it held: Obey the law
and the court decision,” said Roy

Reed, a former Gazette reporter
who now is professor emeritus of
journalism at the University of
Arkansas at Fayetteville. Reed
also wrote for The New York
Times as a national and foreign
correspondent.
During Patterson’s time
leading the Gazette, the paper
added more news sections,
began running stock tables and
began running color comics on
Sundays. Gannett Co. bought the
Gazette in 1986, then closed it in
1991 and sold the name and its
assets to Little Rock Newspapers
Inc., now called Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette Inc.

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

“It’s all taken care of”
The Weekly Challenger
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

Obituary Section Guidelines:
• Photos are printed in black and white only
• Deadline for submission is 4 p.m. Monday
Obituaries can be delivered or e-mailed to:
wceditor@tampabay.rr.com

MORNING GLORY
FUNERAL CHAPEL
OF ST. PETERSBURG
Free Caskets for Veterans and Families

t

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY
Burial Spaces

,

$890
Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available

Grand Opening/Ribbon Cutting Ceremony/
Thursday, June 8, 2006 - 4 p.m.

Traditional Funerals starting at $2,499.00
Direct Cremations w/free um - $895.00
Qraveside Service starting at - $1299.00
Please stop by to visit the newly decorated
facility to meet the staff and see the wide
variety of funeral merchandise available.

I
I

Affordable and Compassionate

McRae Funeral Home
3301 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg’

1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727)

s

895-6005

11801-US. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

(727) 323-8132

727-572-4355

24 hour service

Lisa M. Speights
LFD and Owner
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
CHURCH EVENTS LISTING
BETHEL METROPOLITAN
BAPTIST CHURCH

NEW PHILADELPHIA
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church extends an
invitation to “Share the Gospel Fix in 2006.” We
convey God’s Word at 8:00 and 11:00 am services on
Sunday, Sunday School at 9:30 am, Bible Study and
Teen Summit on Wednesday at 7:00 pm. We also
encourage the community to make use of our Hour of
Prayer, Monday-Saturday at 12:00 noon.
The Christian Education Ministry is finalizing
plans for Vacation Bible School. The theme “The Jesus
Family Reunion” encompasses all ages, preschool to
adults. We invite you to mark your calendar for June
5th - 9th, 7:00 - 8:45 pm and join us for this gathering.
Call the church office (327-0554) if transportation is needed.
Pathfinders Summer Camp is still registering
children for the summer program. If you are looking
for a safe, fun and enriching experience for your
child(ren) ages 5-12 years, we have the place for you.
Camp began May 22nd and will continue through July
28th, Monday-Friday 7:00 am - 5:30 pm. A limited
number of spaces, are available. For additional infor
mation and fees call Pearl Anthony at (727) 328-2409.

The historical birthday of the Christian church will
be observed on Sunday at mid-morning worship. The
“Day of Pentecost” will be celebrated with proclamation
focus on women, Jesus, and how He related to them.
The presence of women at Pentecost and integral roles
they served in life of Christ and early church will be
series sermonized durihg month of June.
A new quarter commences for Wisdom School
instruction. A .study of lst and 2nd Corinthians will
take place during coming month. Members are urged
to be present to receive Wisdom School literature for
this quarter’s study. Sessions begin at 10:30 a.m. on
Sunday morning.
For final Sunday of Easter, Minister Aundrae V.
Gaskin delivered a powerful exhortation entitled,
“Homeward Bound.” From the sixth chapter of Jeremi
ah, Minister Gaskin challenged the congregation by
using image portrayed in verse 16. Jeremiah presents a
picture of travelers who are lost, stopping to inquire
about the “right” way they once knew before they wan
dered so far from it. Through anecdotes and human
illustrations, he pointed out God’s provision fdr His
children if they do not spend too much time at “life’s
rest stops .’/He extolled the importance of following
someone who is “going to heaven.”

Upcoming Events:
Family Fellowship

Tribes Day •

Saturday June 10th

Sunday June 25th
11:00 am Service

11:00 am-4:00 pm
Fort Desoto Park/North Beach/Shelter 5

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”
Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor
The New Hope family invites you to worship with
us on Sunday morning beginning at 7:45. The Male
Chorus will be in charge of the Music at this hour.
Join us aswe give God the Glory for the wonderful
things He has done. Communion will be served during
this service. Sunday School will begin at 9:00. There
are special classes taught for adults and classes
available for every youth. Bring the entire family to
leam more about our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Worship continues at 10:30 with the New Hope
Mass Choir leading the congregation in praise. The
Music team consists of Michael MeKenny, Vernard
MeKenny, Marcus Childs, and Corey Givens. The
Bread of Life will be served by our Esteemed Pastor,
Reverend Carlos L. Senior. The ordinances of the Church
will also be observed during this service. We will be
delighted to have you worship with us!
MIDWEEK P.U.S.H.
(Prayer, Understanding & Spiritual Healing)

Join us on Wednesday evening at 7 ‘O’ Clock for praise
and Bible Study. We are presently studying Ways of
Holiness by Stephen Olford. Join us in learning more
about how to become better Christians.
Prayer Band is held on Thursday mornings at 11:00.

Effectual, fervent prayers of the righteous availeth much.
Come, let’s praise God together.

St. Augustine's Episcopal Church
invites the Faithful of St. Petersburg to:

UPCOMING EVENTS

June 10th - Deaconess/Mothers Prayer Breakfast

A Pentecost Celebration on the Beach

June 11th - New Members Luncheon

Filled with the Joy ofthe Holy Spirit!
SundayJune 4,2006at 10:00 am
Fort De Soto Beach, Shelter #6, North Beach

June 19-23 -Vacation Bible School
June 28th - Victory Christian Center
(For further information, please call 727-896-5228)
“When your knees knock, kneel on them.”

“AndAU ofthem werefilled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability" Acts 2:4
Embracing Diversity -

The Family That

* Proclaiming Justice

Soul Filled Music, Lively Liturgy, and Prophetic Prayers
for those who do not yet know the Power of the Spirit! Join Us!

Life’s Long Walk is. Hard, but - as Native American
Wisdom Says - All Roads are Good
By: Joseph C. Phillips
BlackAmerica Web .com
An eighth grade reading teacher
recently told me that, quite often,
she held out very little hope for
young people today. We spoke during
a reception for the author Pearl
Cleage. She sipped her Cosmopolitan
and shook her head sadly.
“These kids feel as if they’re
grown. They don’t want to listen
and dare you to tell them anything.”
She continued, “They come into
class and .do hair, turn on their
radios and will curse you out in a
minute.” As she took another sip of
her drink, the teacher lamented that
times have changed. “I have been
assaulted twice,” she said.
One of the students currently in
trouble for attacking my conversa
tionalist is a girl with a particularly
difficult family life. Her story is not
new. Her mother is a single parent
with several children from different
fathers and a history of mental
health issues. As a result, this young

girl often finds herself missing
school to parent her younger siblings.
While other children are explor
ing the newness of their teenage
years, this girl has been handed
responsibilities not of her making
and is no doubt trying to cope as
best she can with, it would appear,
scarcely any help. It is little wonder
that she snapped. The fact that this
girl ended up in a hospital suffering
high blood pressure and stress at the
tender age of 13 may be a blessing in
disguise. From the surface, it would
appear that, without intervention of
some kind, a better life than the one
she. is living will be a long trek
along a difficult road indeed.
Given the story the educator
told me, her pessimism is under
standable. One can’t help but feel a
sense of trepidation, given the deep
singular focus and effort it will take
for her eighth grade student to rise
above her circumstances and build
a life of significance.
However, this stands in stark
contrast with the story of the educator’s

daughter, who accompanied her to
the reception. Her daughter js a
beautiful young woman entering
her senior year in high school.
Unlike the young student in her
mother’s class, the doors to the
world are wide-open to this young
lady, and she was filled with enthu
siasm. She will attend a major
university, will meet new and
exciting people -and barring some
major distraction - will have every
opportunity to achieve her dream of
becoming a journalist. It would be
difficult not to feel excited and
optimistic about the future of this
country when speaking to her.
Life sometimes deals us cards
from the bottom of the deck.
Indeed, for some it seems that cards
are not dealt at all, and yet, regard
less of the hand, we are all expected
to play as best we can. That is life,
and life is not fair. Some young
girls break bread with famous
authors while others are forced to
raise their siblings while their
mothers slip into madness.

Yet the difference between the
two girls is more than circumstance;
it is also - and mere significantly a difference in hope.
Young people like this eighth
grade girl must have faith that the
hand of God will move in their
lives; however, they also need hope
in the form of human hands that
will reach to offer them council and
support. Hope is a hand that will
guide young people towards the
doors of opportunity, that will
offer encouragement in all areas of
life. Hope will not alleviate the
difficult work. Sweat and striving
will always be necessary for success.
Hope will, however, maintain a
forward focus and will be the fuel
that powers dreams.
I share the teachers concern, but
I do not share her pessimism because
experience has taught me that, as a
bit of Native American wisdom
teaches, all roads are good. Hope
tells me this is true, even when the
reality is that, for some, the road is
made through walking.

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO YOUR KNEES,
YOU'RE IN THE PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

Pastors Corner
The religious community has always played
an integral part in uniting our community. The
Weekly Challenger supports the community.
In an effort to express our continued support,
we are asking our pastors, whom we consider as
leaders in our community, to speak with words to
inform, uplift, inspire, and encourage.
Every week a different pastor will be featured,
in this column.

“Why Go to Church”
Nehemiah 8:5-6

tastor Louis Murphy
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist
Church
■

“And Ezra opened the book
in the sight of all the people; (for
he was above all the people;) and
when he opened it, all the people
stood up: And Ezra blessed the
L0RD>the 8reat God. And all the
people answered, Amen, Amen,
lifting up their hands: and
,

,
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they bowed their heads, and
worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.”

In the African-American community there is
an abundance of churches. However, if just 10%
of the people from the community attended
church there would not be enough room to seat
them. Why g6 t,o church? There are many excuses
people give for why they do not go to church; but
the main reason why people should go to church
is because God instituted it and God said so (Heb.
10:25, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the
day approaching”).
Many of the ills of our community can be
healed if a greater percentage of our people would
attend church on a regular basis, fostering greater
awareness of who our God is, and enthroning Him
as the central source for all our needs, cares and
concerns.
The church has always been the institution in
our community that brought about positive
change. In the church, the Word of God is
proclaimed to encourage, challenge and inspire
people to follow the true and living God. With
today‘ s advance technology, one can surf the
channels of the television and find preaching on
multiple stations, never leaving the comfort of
home. This is good for one who has physical
disabilities; but there’s nothing like being in
church when the Holy Spirit moves and the
broken hearted have burdens lifted; the unforgiving
have faith renewed; a sick person receives healing;
a dope addict gets delivered, and/or a sinner
receives salvation.
In the context of the given text, there are some
similarities of what was happening in the ancient
day of the children of Israel and what needs to
happen with our people today. Nehemiah draws
our attention to a rather , interesting postscript to •
the captivity of God’s people; the return of a
remnant to the place of God’s presence in
Jerusalem. The captivity of God’s people was based
upon them hi°ving away from the- monotheistic
platform that God had given them to a polytheistic
platform of worshipping many gods’ (self, money,
prosperity, popularity, ritualscults, etc.) under
the disguise of the true God.
But God had Rev. Ezra to hold church service
in the street, Neh. 8:1, “And all the people gathered
themselves together as one man into the street...”
and verse 8 says Rev. Ezra “’.. .open the book, the
people stood up and he blessed the Lord, the great
God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen“,
which means that which I have heard I agree with
as the truth. The people responded to the Word of
God positively. When we go to church we ought
to respond to the Word positively. The text also
says' the people “lifted up their hands...”, the
people, reacted praisefully. Praising God at home
or on the job is good, but there isn’t anything like
praising God cooperatively at church. The closing
of verse 6 says “...they bowed their heads, and
worshiped the LORD with their faces to the
ground.” The people repented prayerfully.
Just think what would happen to our community
if the percentage of our people attending church
would be inverted to 90% going to church
responding positively to the Word, reacting
praisefully and repenting prayerfully. Senseless
murders, abortions, divorces, drug use, drug
dealers) incarcerations all would decline
proportionately (90%). Our community will
prosper, famil es would be made hold, over 90%
of our children would graduate from High school
instead of 40%. That’s why we ought to go to
church.
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Central Louisiana Churches
Preparing For Hurricane Season
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Enrolling Now
For 2006-2007

BALL, La. (AP) - It’s about a 3.5
hour drive from New Orleans to Ball,
but the Kingsville Baptist Church is among
dozens in Central Louisiana getting
ready for hurricane season. “After last
year, we have organized several people
to serve as a .disaster relief committee to
be ready in case we are called upon
again,” said the Rev. Wilburn Walker,
minister of music at Kingsville Baptist.
Experts are predicting as many as
16 named storms during the hurricane
season which begins Thursday. Last
year, 28 Central Louisiana churches
provided housing and aid for thousands
of people evacuated before and after
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita struck the
Louisiana Gulf Coast, said Leann Murphy,
chief executive officer of the American
Red Cross’ Central Louisiana chapter.
“I think that, in general, churches
make great shelters. They have a family
atmosphere that really takes evacuees
in,” Murphy said. Hurricane victims
often need more than shelter, food,
clothing, and medication - many suffer
emotional and spiritual needs that
churches can provide, Murphy said.
“Congregations give a sense of
community that's a great comfort when
you are going through a difficult period,”
she said. Walker said members of his
church put in time and work, and
churches and faith-based organizations

near and far - as well as the Red Cross
-provided money for the shelter.
“We wrote checks out in excess of
$1 million to local shelters,” Murphy
said. “Hundreds of thousands of dollars
went to pay for our faith based shelter.”
The United Pentecostal Church
Louisiana District’s Tioga campgrounds
sheltered around 3,000 evacuees last
year. Its secretary, Rev. Randy Harper,
said the church's board will decide in
June whether to do so again. Harper said
problems at the shelter included alcohol
use and one incident each of illegal drug
use and solicitation for prostitution.
“With this amount of people from so
many different sections of society, we
only had a few minor problems. Overall,
things went well,” Harper said. Parkview
Baptist Church in Alexandria most likely
would open its doors again to evacuees,
said the Rev. David Shaw.
‘The people of Parkview did a
wonderful, Wonderful job taking care of
evacuees last year,” he said. Caring for
hurricane victims gives church members
an opportunity to spread the Gospel to
some who might have never come to
church on their own, Shaw said.
“You have Christian people who are
ministering their faith, not just another
government agency going through the
motions,” he said.

Is the Da Vinci Code Racist?

Photo courtesy of BlackNews.com

Lilburn, GA (BlackNews.com) Millions of people worldwide are
expected to see the blockbuster movie,
The Da Vinci Code. Some think the
movie will alter many aspects of tradi
tional Christian beliefs. Many words
have been used to describe The Da Vinci
Code: “masterpiece,” “clever” and
“ingenious” are just a few. One word,
however, that has not seemed to become
connected with the movie is racism.
“Racism/white supremacy has everything
to do with the movie,” claims Jeremiah
Camara, author of a similarly controversial
book entitled Holy Lockdown: Does the
Church Limit Black Progress? Camara
states, “The Da Vinci Code is a movie
that perpetuates the notion of white
supremacy because it is a psychological
anointing of the world’s White minority.”
Camara explains that The Da Vinci
Code “placed Caucasian people, places
and things in the center of the human

universe and linked them to all that is
holy, godly and divine. Despite the fact
that there were many godheads which
preceded Jesus and had similar stories,
the movie, unlike the book, failed to
enlighten people tq that reality.
The creators of The Da Vinci Code,
writer Dan Brown and director Ron
Howard, created a controversy over the
life and events of Jesus. Camara states
that by creating a controversy about
Jesus, “it implies that Jesus not only
existed, but existed in the image of how
he was depicted in the movie — a White
man. Our brains will naturally compute
that God is White and, therefore, all that
is of real importance are the events that
revolve around White people.”
This portrayal seems implausible
when we consider that Whites are
roughly only 10, percent of the world’s
population, but represent a monopoly on
the world’s most popular religion,
Christianity and book, the Bible. In
summary, Jeremiah Camara says The
Da Vinci Code was not necessarily
designed to shake the foundation of
Christian fundamentalist beliefs, but to
reinforce the notion of white supremacy.”
As with Mel Gibson’s Passion of the
Christ, Black preachers have once again
stood silently by and allowed Hollywood
to insult the elders of the earth by totally
excluding the Black presence in world
history.

Kindergarten - 8th Grade
• Fully Accredited curriculum

ff\£.nLi -fJoiin. fQnua.nt - Ha£ry gC-d

Wanted: Church Musician

• Christian Environment
• Computer Classes

D.O.B. 5-24-06

• Math, Reading & Writing Lab
• P.E., Music, & Art Classes

7lbs. 12-oz.

• Vegetarian Meals

21.5 inches

• Before and After School Program

“Educating The Head, The Heart, & The Hand”

looking for an anointed responsible
musician who is able to play for

Born (a) 3:28 pm

services on Sundays between

Parents:
Kenneth and Lillian Bryant

10:15 a.m.— 12:45 p.m.

• Caring Staff
• Small class size

Hope of Glory church is currently

Please call (727) 5S3-3944 for

821-6th Avenue South
do no xabufabLoni !

St. Petersburg, Fl 33701

more details.

For Registration Packet, Call 727-823-1619

CHURCH DIRECTORY
GOOD
SAMARITAN
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sion,
955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
www.mzprogressive.org

1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 821-3265

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Reverend Larry R. Williams, Sr.

Phone: 894-4311

Saini <Jehh PrInative Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431 •
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Scheduled Services:

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

(Adult and Youth)

Sunday School......................................... 8:00 a.m.
Worship Service...................................... 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, PrayerMeeting . .6:30-7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Bible Study .......... 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Are you a

Sabbath Observer?
a good church with a Pentecostal atmosphere.

Greater 81. Paul Missionary
Baptist Church

Well, Come to the House of Sod.

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Looking ftx

The House of God

...........................
Morning Worship

Bible Study

11:00 a.m.

Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study

Sabbath Morning 10:30 a.m.

BISHOP JOHNNY WILLIAMS and
wife, LADY CALQUETTA WILLIAMS

Mondays - 7:30 RM.

Thursday Night Prayer Meeting

Praise & Worship Joy Night

& Teachers Meeting

Sabbath School

Sabbath Evening 1:30 p.m.

Praise & Worship Service

Sunday Available for Service

Church: 813-248-1907

Pastor Johnny L Williams, Jr.

3403 N. 34th Street

Rev. Clyde Williams

We

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phbne: 323-7518

Come Worship With Z
the First Baptist Family

-

Jr”

7:00 pm

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
912 3rd Avenue

North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089

Breakfast Ministry.................Sunday 8:00AM
Church School......... .........................9:00 AM
Morning Worship.............................. ........ ..,10:30AM
Bible Study........................Tuesday 7:00PM
Youth Church ................ Mon & Wed 5:30PM
Reverend & Mrs.
Jimmie B. Keel

‘There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

Tampa, FL 33605

Mount Olive AME Church — Tampa

Johnnie Mae Howard

"The Church With A Vision"

Call: 727 895-5239

1747 West LaSalle Street Tampa, FL

Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.

“““

welcome you at all times.

Ordained Missionary

First Baptist Institutional Church

8:00 am

9:30 a.m.

Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.

J)[Cfirst-time visitors witl receive a complimentary
<DV<D of our weehfy sa66ath service.
Visit our we6site: www.houseofgocCoftampa.com
Daughters of Zion Women's Ministry -

-

Bethel1894@knologyjmet
Sunday School

Wednesday 7:30 p.m.

Sabbath Every Friday 7:30 p.m.

EarlyMoming

ChurchSchool
9:45 am
Mid-Moming
11:00 am
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

Sunday (Church) School.................................

A Woman After
God’s
Own Heart...

Spiritually
Connected
Call for Prayers &
Testimonies

Sunday Worship..................................................
Reverend and
Lady James C.
Givens Pastor

Mrst Sunday worsmp.........i..............7:4S a.m. and 11 ajm,
Wednesday Bible Study .............. ...............
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bethel Metropolitan baptist church

JL*

345j5 - 26th Avenue Sbuth, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
E-mail: bchureh5@tampabay.rr.com
www.bmmbc .org

Rev. Darrel Davis, Sr.

Pastor
Sunday School................................................ 9:30am
11:00am

Morning Worship............... ......................
Rev. Rickey L. Houston

Evening Service.............................................. .6:00pm
Prayer Meeting, Bible Study

Meht

919 - 20th Street S,, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Petersburg, Fla.

7:30 pm

“God’s House In The City”

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

2700 5th Ave. So., St.

8:00 am • 11:00 am’
9:30 am
7:00 pm

Bible Study

via

ia! Baptist Church

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

Sunday,'Worship Services
Sunday School
Prayer (Meetihg (Wednesday)

P. Do

Early Morning Worship ....................................... 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................?..........................9:30 aim.
Morning Worship .........................................
.11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ............................. ...............6:00 p.m.
. Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study .................. .. .11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
ri
„7.„.
Prayer Service ............... -------- ,... .6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams, Mid-Week Service ...................... ...7:00 p.m.

Pastor

.

All Male Bible Study, Thursday

... . . ... . .6:30 p.m.

Wednesday.......... 7:30pm

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 aan.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

727-327-2009

"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

(Hummunttg (ttipxtdi

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
P.O. Box 15935 •, St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin ............................. ... ...........................................
Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry . ....................... ............................................... .........................

James Robinson

Children & Youth Ministry............................. .........................................Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry................ ... ........................................................................................ . . Wyvonnia McGee

LakevieW Presbyterian Church

Stewart-Isom Memorial
Christian
Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593

“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

Pentecostal Teipple Church of God ip Christ

"Doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God."

10th Street Church Of God

Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

207 - 10th Street North • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a m.
11:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
5:45 a.m.

Wednesday
Saturday

enured wording togetherfor the uyhuifding of §od’s kingdom”

Macedonia Freewill Baptist
Church
Elder: Tony Smith

ik

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

U7

B

Rev. Todd and Ceska Sutton

(727) 894-6764 • (727) 865-1520

J

Pastor (727) 895-21.19

C

Friendship

Sunday School..................................... ,.......... .........9:30
Morning Worship............. .....:........................,..11:00
Wednesday Evening Prayer............... .............6:30
Wednesday Night Bible Study .................7:30

Missionaiy Baptist
Churdi

a.m.
aan.
p.m.
p.m.

The church where what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

ST, MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

St. Petersburg, FL 33712 "
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday................7:45 AM and 11 AM Worship
Sunday School................... .................... 9:30 AM
Wednesday.
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 PM Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday....................7 PM Youth Enrichment

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

(727) 898-9407

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”

3300 31st Street South

F

Sunday Worship - 10:30am (Nursery Provided)
Sunday School (Adults and Children) - 9:30am
Sunday Choir - 9:30am
Gospel Choir - Mondays 6pm
Bible Study - Wednesdays 6pm
Home of Operation Attack

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.

Morning Glory
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Prayer & Bible Study
Intercessory Prayer

M

(727) 822-0784

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

"71

Rev. A. Anthony Robinson III.

-

1310 22nd Avenue South - St. Petersburg, FL 33705

"Serving and Saving," “Helping and Healing,"
"Inspiring and Instructing," “Praying and Praising."

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727)321-6631
www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ....... V.. .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .
......10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union...............5 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday .......................9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Rev. Brian K. Brown

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

“Creating a Q-Caven ofodoye, Q-Cety, and Q-CeaCingfor Christ”

Queen

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Street

Church

Of God In Christ

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

Cjdeatesi, King 'dbaudxl

GkuAck

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

Sunday Service.......... ................................. 11:00 a.m.
Wednesdays;.....

Bro. Robert Smith

................7:30 p.m.

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
:30 A.M. - Sunday School
:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Sunday Morning Bible Class ......9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship................. 10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ................ 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ................ .5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ..... .7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .. .7:00 p.m.

Sunday
NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

12120 - Nth Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 896-5228

Church School .......................9 am.

Missionary Baptist Church

Church School...................9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: 10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
Praise and Worship: 10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m.
Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Noonday Prayer
7pm Hour of Power Prayer

Wednesday
Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study).. 7 p.m.

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

WAtxtM fu TxeJ’ftomseo vision
A

fIL-

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Abundant Harvest
Worship Center

Sunday
Morning Worship
Feed The Homeless

3200 Fifth Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727)327-1373
Early Morning Worship........................................... .7:30 a.m.
Sunday School......... ....... ..........9:30 ajn.
Morning Worship...
..............
..11:00 ajn.
Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting..7:00 pan.
Friday Prayer Meeting...................................11:00 aan.

x

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
(727) 374-1864

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

10:45 AM
2:00 PM

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00 PM
Log on:

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

Noonday Prayer
5:30-9:30pm
“Inside the Family”

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Thursday

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope”

(formerly

Rev. Norris L. Martin, Sr.
Pastor

lst & 3rd Sunday
5pm Evening Celebration

Praise & Worship Service........10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Services:

THE ROCK OF JESUS’ NEW LOCATION:
3940 - 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Childs Park United Methodist Church)
Telephone#: (727) 327-0015 • Fax #: (727) 327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

8am, 10am Morning Worship

Monday

Sunday Services:

of Jesus

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

The Rock

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”
Rev. G. M. Curry ”

Worship & Performing Arts Ministry

Dominion Worship Ministries

Monday, Wednesday, Saturday

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711 ,
727-321-8574 - dwc.tripod.com

6am Prayer

New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church
1717 18th Avenue South
Saint Petersburg, Florida
33712

Sunday School........... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ... 11:00 a.m.
New Members
Orientation and
BTU Thursday........... 6:00 p.m.

(727) 823-7020
Pastor Office
(727) 823-6078

Prayer Meeting
st Bible Study
Thursday ................... 7:00 p.m.

Email:
New] erusalem@ verizon. net

,

www.travelwiththechurch.com

Pastor Troy Adams and Lady Nevida Adams

(to book your travel engagements)

“YVaCking In ‘The Promised 'Vision”

"One Common Goal for Unified Believers"
(Ephesians 4:16)
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CLASSIFIED ADS...set results!
Advertise your next garage sale here • Call Today! to place your ad • (727) 896-2922
r

Ujamaa EiFt Shop
African Wear - Adult and Children - $15 and up
•Fabric and Mud Cloth

fylnihovm

•Tailored designs

(Medical Uniforms)

*Roca Shell Jewelry

• Event fashion shows

•Fashion Accessories

We look forward to seeing you and all your friends!

Owners
Michelle (727) 687-1078
Ty (727) 729-0340

Lay-A-Way acceptable

P.O. Box 35055!
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

2337 Central Avenue. St. PEtersburg. FL 33713

(727) 3SlrB53G

S®

ffaeF F&f*'

<&&£>&dees’

Boley Centers, Inc.
has employment

Your
Ad
Here!

1502 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-821-9602
Tl

Free Lunch
Wednesday
Spend $35 or more,
receive $5 McDonald’s
Coupon
Valid Wednesday only.
Only one coupon per purchase.

Houses For Rent

Save 500 on 1

I

J

I
I
I
I
I

1

1 r

P
Milky Way 27
Hairpieces
Save $1.10 on 2 Milky

Save 500
on entire
purchase
over $10

I

Only one coupon
per purchase.

I
J

Way 27 Hairpieces

Valid Thursday & Friday only.
Only one coupon per purchase.

h

I
I
I
I

opportunities available.
Please call our jobline or
visit' our website for
an up-to-date- list of
our openings.
Jobline:

(727) 821-4819 x8
website:
www.boleycenters.org

Eose/nade 7~do/nf>so/t>
fyu/te/*-

Notice of Publication of Overall DBE Goal

Downstairs

Great Food!

860 20th Avenue South
St. Petersburg
3 BR / 1 BA; Washer/Dryer;
Central A/H

“The City of St. Petersburg, in accordance with United States Department of Transportation policy, proposes a Disadvantaged
Business Enterprise (DBE) overall participation goal of 9.53% for U.S. DOT assisted contracts in the upcoming fiscal year.
For 30 days following the date of this notice, the proposed goal and its rationale are available for inspection during normal
business hours of 8:00 am to 5:00 pm at the Administrative Office of the Albert Whitted Airport or the St. Petersburg Business
Assistance Center. The FY 2006 Program Plan containing the goal setting methodology is also available on the City’s web site
at http://www.stpete.org/air.htm. The Airport offices are located at 107 8th Avenue S.E. St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 and the
Business Assistance Center is located at 33 6th Avenue South, Suite 301, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701. For information related
to this overall program goal, please contact Richard Lesniak, Airport Manager, at (727) 893-7657. The City of St. Petersburg
and the U.S. Department of Transportation will accept comments regarding the goals for 45 days from the date of this notice.”

Breakfast • Lunch
Dinner

Hours:

featuring

Stephanie’s Catering Service
“Food for tha soul...”

Available now - $850 month;
$1,000 deposit

Mon-Thurs

8 AM- 9 PM

Fri & Sat

8 AM -12 PM

Sun

10 AM-4 PM

Delivery available
Phone: 727.209.0177 • Fax in your order: 727.209.0178

Upstairs
860 20th Avenue South
St. Petersburg
2 BR / 1 BA; Central A/H
Available June 1 - $700 month;

DOemhwORS

401 34th St, N., St. Petersburg, FL 33713 (Mosley Motel)
• Residential • tnmmerdal • Debit onuiliildinin • Hmn.’lquiH

3402 E.22ND AVE.
TAMPA, FLORIDA 33605

13070 North 118th Street, Largo

JACKIE L. HEARNS
Entomologist & Certified Operator

• I irst limellume Burt is

Iffierim

Got Termites?
Call Bugs Exterminators

$1,000 deposit

Iimiw

OFFICE (813) 247-4967
FAX (813) 247-9857

4 BR / 1 BA; Central A/H

Capital Mortgage
Www.iictnl6ans.com
2935 IstAvenue North Suite 5

Available now - $975 month;
$1,000 deposit

Section 8 Welcome
All Units
Call: 813-404-6307

Car Sales/Detail Porter

SL Petersburg, Fl 33713

no experience necessary, will train.

727-321-9336 ^im,866763-801

Call Ron or Jeff (727) 456-6095

Condo Conversions •Jumbo Loans • Adjustable & Fixed Rates (io,w&isyr Terms)* Pay Options Available*

or stop by between TO a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday - Friday

We Buy Houses
3 Days Cash

Three "Roses" crt Every Closing

SELLER

BROKER

TRIPLE

BUYER

ROSE

REALTY

541 34th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Complete Real Estate Services or Referrals
Mordecai Walker, Broker
Phone

727-S98Vj543

Fax

727-55O-O815

Cell 727439-6567
E-Mai 3roserealty@v8iteon.net

231 Driftwood Road S.E.
St. Petersburg, FL33705

GULFCOAST LEGAL SERVICES, INC.
FAIR HOUSING INITIATIVE PROGRAM

IH

WANTED: HOUSING DISCRIMINATION TESTERS

beauos •

EARN EXTRA CASH

WWW.3 D AYSC AS H .COM
FAST CASH! CALL NOW!

(813) 980-1104 Z (813) 785-5904

ATTEND TRAININGS AT GULFCOAST

email: bob@3dayscash.com

Call for info about our upcoming tester training.

chARless

Any Area, Any Condition
Pre-Foreclosure X bankruptcy / divorce
Code Enforcement X Probate

Trainings are held regularly.

BARbARA HAMRich

pUTENbERqSj

ReaItor9

The position is on-call and testers receive a stipend
for their efforts.
Telephone: (727) 821-0726, ext. 366

Direct Line;

( 727) 867-7946

CeIL

(727) 5 I 5-8101

Fax:

(727) 867-7949

1545 S. Belch er Rd.
CIearwater,

FL 5 5 764
EmaiL

blhamrich@aol.com

PLEASE
THE BOSS BREAK - FEATURING AL WILLIAMS
GN THE YAMAHA ORGAN, PLAYING THE MUSIC
FROM THE “MANHATTAN CASINO”

PICK OF THE WEEK!

DOG DAYS

SUPPORT

14-22-32

OUR PAPER

39-46-48

RY
IS'Si S

In k ftottl

CkfWwWB Tl

KARty S.

Johnson

Ww?

5)764

• .. /jmhmim
Iw
I Mnil

ftA/.SAM)

LET VS PLAY FOR YOUR FAMILY REUNIONS,
CLUB DANCES, PRIVATE PARTIES,
WEDDINGS (CEREMONY AND RECEPTION),
CORPORATE FUNCTIONS
CALL (727)

823-2864

SUPPORTING
OUR

CA$H 3
1-4

1-8 2-3

054 067 189

4-3 4-7

312 376 699

6-1

ADVERTISERS

e
jr

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 1,2006

15

SPORTS
If healthy, Bonds wants to play in 2007
Slugger motivated by son to hit Ruth-passing 715 at home

Barry Bonds

t By Barry M. Bloom
• MLB.com

■
;
;
;
■
;
'■
;

MIAMI - A day after Barry
Bonds passed Babe Ruth into
second place on the all-time
home run, list, the Giants slugger
made his most definitive statement
yet about whether he expects to
play again next season.
“If my health feels good and
I feel like I can play, then I’in
going to play,” said Bonds before
the Giants lost, 5-1, to the Marlins
on Monday night at Dolphin Sta
dium. “I’m going to give it a shot.
There will be a good chance.”
Bonds was back in the lineup
Monday evening, more than 24
hours after hitting home run No.
715 at San Francisco against
Colorado Rockies right-hander

Byung-Hyun Kim. Bonds now
stands 40 behind Hank Aaron,
the all-time leader with 755.
Bonds went l-for-4 against Florida
and now has hit only two of his
seven homers on the season in his
last 73 plate appearances. The
fact that Bonds is secure enough
in the condition of his thrice
surgically repaired right knee to
begin thinking about returning in
2007 means that he’s serious4
about his pursuit of the all-time
home run record. But that’s not
the only reason he's considering
coming back.
“My son keeps telling me,
‘Dad, you can still play. There’s
times when you don’t run as well,
but Dad, you can still hit a ball a
long way. If you work on it all the
time, you can just keep on doing
it,”’ Bonds said. “I’ll sit back and
think about that one. I told him,
‘You get straight A’s and I’ll
consider it.’”
Bonds’ 16-year-old son, Nikolai,
is a sometimes Giants batboy and
just happened to be doing the job
May 20 in Oakland and Sunday
in San Francisco when Bonds
tied Ruth and then passed him
eight days later. Nikolai was
waiting at home plate for Bonds
after each tape-measure bolt.
Bonds said part of the impetus
for hitting the milestone homer

Sunday at AT&T Park was that still time. Anything can happen
his son wouldn’t be making the between now and the end of the
six-game trip, which continues season.”
Bonds is in his 14th season
Tuesday and Wednesday nights
at Dolphin Stadium and then playing for the Giants, but is in
moves on to New York’s Shea his last year of a five-year, $90
Stadium, where the Giants open a million contract. He’ll become a
three-game set against the Mets free agent after the World Series.
Bonds said Monday that there’s
on Friday night.
Bonds, who has started in 41 been no contact with the front
of the team’s first 51 games, office about a new deal, and Peter
probably will take a day off Magowan, the team’s president
Wednesday in Florida and then and managing general partner,
sit for one of the weekend games has said the Giants won’t evaluate
in New York, manager Felipe re-signing the top left-handed
Alou said. Nikolai, a high school home run hitter in baseball history
student, is taking finals this week. until the end of the season.
“I feel good because my son said Magowan has also consistently
he’s going to do good on his said he wants Bonds to break
finals if I hit the homer on Aaron’s record wearing a Giants
Sunday,” Bonds said, reiterating uniform.
It’s not inconceivable that
a point he made during the
post-715 press conference. “Now Bonds could jump to an American
he owes me. He didn’t want to League team. Bonds was the
designated hitter when he hit his
watch me hit it on TV.”
Bonds has waffled at times 714th homer at McAfee Coliseum
about whether he wants to return during an Interleague road game.
next season, although his agent, In his 21st season, all in the
Jeff Borris, said recently that he National League, Bonds said he
wouldn’t be surprised if Bonds is would rather remain a complete
back on the field somewhere in player, playing his left-field spot
2007. Bonds reiterated Monday defensively.
“I’m out there playing every
that he won’t formally commit to
returning until later in the season. day, playing as much as I’m playing,”
But the doubt is certainly diminishing. Bonds said. “That to me is a real
“It’s a long way away. We’re , positive;
still in May,” Bonds said. “There’s

Tiger Woods Preparing
for U.S. Open

Photo courtesy of CNN/Sports
Illustrated

By NOAH TRISTER
The Associated Press'

ROLAND, Ark. Tiger Woods said Tuesday
he is preparing to play in
the U.S. Open. Woods,
who was at the Alotian
Club outside of Little
Rock, made his first

Ricky Williams will suit up for the
Argonauts while he sits out a
one-year NFL bap.

TORONTO (May 28, 2006)
- Ricky Williams has a new
home in the CFL. Suspended for
the 2006 season by the NFL after
a fourth positive drug test, Williams
signed a $240,000, one-year contract
with the Toronto Argonauts - a
deal making him the highest-paid
running back in the Canadian
league.
Williams, who’s still under
contract with the Miami Dolphins,
is expected to begin practicing
with his new team Monday; the
Argonauts open preseason play
this weekend and start their
regular season at home against
Hamilton June 17. The 18-game
regular season runs through late
October. •
“It hasn’t been too often that
I’ve heard kind words about me
and my situation.... It’s really an
uplifting feeling to be in this
kind of environment,” Williams
said at • a news conference in

“Based on these assurances
and despite our concerns for
Ricky playing in the CFL in
2006, we will leave it up to him
to decide whether or not he will
negotiate a contract to play for
the Argonauts this year.”
Williams - who said he will
wear No. 27 instead of No. 34 in
the CFL - thanked Saban and the
Dolphins for allowing him to
play in Toronto.
“I don’t think there are very
many benefits to the Dolphins,
and I think that speaks volumes
for the kind of guy that Nick
Saban is and the Dolphins
organization,” Williams said.
Leigh Steinberg, Williams’
agent, didn’t immediately return
a message left on his cell phone
by The Associated Press. The
Argonauts said he was on a
family trip to Ireland.
The 29-year-old Williams
wasted little time in getting settled
in Toronto. He was shown on the
Rogers Center videoboard at the
White Sox-Blue Jays game
Sunday wearing an Argonauts
hat and was introduced as the
team’s newest player.
“I’ve learned to notice a
good thing when it comes and
not let it slip by.... You obviously
make money playing football
than, you do sitting at home,”
Williams said.
Williams still owes the
Dolphins $8.6 million for
breaching his contract when he
retired shortly before training

camp in 2004. He returned last
year and, playing alongside firstround draft pick Ronnie Brown,
rushed for 743 yards - averaging
over 4 yards a carry - for the
Dolphins.
“I noticed that in the CFL
they don’t use the backs as a
receiving threat,” Argonauts
linebacker Lee Woodall, a twotime Pro Bowl selection and a
veteran of more than a decade in
the NFL, told The Toronto Sun
for a Sunday story. “But I’ll tell
you, if the Argos get Ricky,
that’s one of the factors you can
put on your plate.”
Toronto has won the Grey
Cup - the CFL championship 15 times, most recently in 2004.
The Argonauts were 11-7 last
season and are led by veteran
quarterback Damon Allen, the
brother of Pro Football Hall of
Fame running back Marcus
Allen.
Damon Allen, who has more
than two decades of CFL
experience, threw for 5,082
yards, ran for 461 more and had
37 touchdowns last season while
earning the league’s Most
Outstanding Player award.
Williams said he’s been
asked several times why he
wanted to play in the CFL. He
said his answer was always,
“Why not?”
“I feel like I have a lot to
offer,” Williams said. “I have the
right attitude. I’m looking
forward to this year.”

Woods put on a
demonstration for the
children and took questions
only from audience
members, not. reporters.
Woods spoke of his
father a few times while
addressing the crowd,
including at the end,
when he was asked what
advice he had for his
young fans.
“I think the greatest
advice is to care and
share,” Woods said. “My
dad was so adamant about
that line. He said if you
care about something,
you’ll share it. And if you
love life, you’ll share life.
I love kids and I’ll share
with them whatever I
have.”

Canes Back in NCAA
Baseball Field for 34th
Straight Year

Williams joins CFL’s Toronto Argonauts
Toronto, after team officials
introduced him warmly.
Williams, a former Heisman
Trophy winner, missed Miami’s
first four games last year following
his third positive test, and lost an
appeal over the fourth - which
carries a mandatory one-year
ban. But the desire to continue
playing and earning led him to
Toronto, adding another chapter
to the enigmatic player's resume.
“I’m a very positive person,”
Williams said. “I understand that
in life, when you go through
adversity it only gives you an
opportunity to make the best of
the situation. So I’m happy to be
here in Toronto, having a chance
to further my career on the
football field.”
Earlier, before the signing
was formally announced, Dolphins
coach Nick Saban issued a state
ment saying the team left the
decision about playing in the
CFL up to Williams.
The Dolphins have supported
Williams throughout the suspension,
but insisted on assurances that
he’d be allowed to return to the
team in 2007 - provided he’s
reinstated by the NFL.
“We expressed to Ricky our
concerns about playing in
Toronto in 2006,” Saban said.
“We are relying on assurances
made by Ricky, his agent, the
Toronto Argonauts, and the
commissioner of the Canadian
Football League that Ricky will
return to the Dolphins in 2007.

public appearance since his
father, Earl, died May 3.
He hasn’t played since he
tied for third in the Masters
at Augusta National on
April 9. But he played a
round at Winged Foot on
Saturday, an indication he
will be back there June
15-18 for the U.S. Open.
When asked by a
member of the crowd how
he would prepare for the
U.S. Open, Woods said he
had plenty of practicing to
do.
“Obviously, you have
to drive the ball great at
U.S. Opens. You can’t
win a U.S. Open driving
the ball poorly,” Woods
said. “Work on my driving
and really work on my
irons, distance control.”

Photo courtesy of
Franchisecomplex.tripod.com

CORAL GABLES, Fla.
(AP) - Only’ 10 minutes
before the 64-team NCAA
baseball tournament bracket
was revealed Monday,
Miami coach Jim Morris’
phone rang.
The caller told Morris
that his Hurricanes weren’t
in the field.
“I was scared to death
standing there thinking
we were not getting in,”
Morris said. “I couldn’t
believe that, but you
never know. Crazy things
can happen.”
To Morris’ great relief,
the caller was mistaken and the Hurricanes are, in
fact, headed to the tourna
ment for the 34th consec
utive year, extending their
NCAA record.
Miami (36-21) is the
No. 2 seed in the Lincoln,
Neb■ regional and ’ will
play San Francisco (38-21)
Friday. San Francisco is
in the NCAA field for the
first time.

Nebraska (42-15) is first. We have got to figure
the top seed in the four- out how to pitch our guys
team regional and the No. by looking at the teams
6 overall national seed; and figure out how to go
the Comhuskers will play about it to win the tourna
Manhattan (32-21) in the ment;”
The Lincoln regional
other first-round game
winner will play the winner
there Friday.
“It is harder (on the of the Oxford, Miss.,
road), no question about regional - teams there
Mississippi,
it,” said Morris, who has include
neyer lost a regional in Bethune-Cookman, South
his 12 years at Miami. Alabama and Tulane - in
“But you can win on the a best-of-three super regional
road and we try to prepare June 9-12, with the winner
our team all year to be headed to Omaha for the
College World Series.
ready for road games.”
Miami and BethuneThe Hurricanes went
to Lincoln for the super- Cookman are two of five
regional round last year, teams from the Sunshine
losing two games to State in the field.
Perhaps most notably,
Nebraska and falling short
of a bid to the College though, Florida - which
finished second in the
World Series.
“This is why you College World Series - is
play, to play in these type not in the tournament.
of games,” said Jon Jay, The Gators finished second
who leads the Hurricanes to last in Southeastern
with a .351 average. Conference play after an
“This is where the real injury-filled year. \
Florida State (42-19)
guys come out to play.”
Left-hander Manny and Jacksonville (42-17)
Miguelez (7-4, 4.17) will will play each other Friday
likely start against San in the opening round of
Francisco, with the Hurri the Athens, Ga., regional.
canes’ ace, Scott Maine Sacred Heart and Georgia
(10-3, 4.53) being saved are the other teams in that
for a potential second-game bracket.
Bethune-Cookman
matchup against Nebraska.
Morris said he’s never (30-25) plays Mississippi
started his No. 1 in the (40-20) in the first round.
Stetson (38-22) also
first game of the NCAAs,
got in, and will visit Georgia
and won’t start now.
“It doesn’t matter if Tech (45-16) Friday in
we come in second, third, the first game of the
or fourth,” Morris said. Atlanta regional.
“We have got to come in

iband.com

Super Bowl MVP Ward Announces Foundation to Help Mixed-Race Children in Korea
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) - Korean-American
star American football player Hines Ward announced
Monday the establishment of a foundation to help
mixed-race children like himself in South Korea,
where they have suffered discrimination.
Ward pledged an initial US $1 million (euro
785,000) to the Hines Ward Helping Hands Founda
tion, a portion of which will be given in his mother’s
name to express his gratitude for her sacrifice working
three jobs at once during his upbringing .

“I know what it’s like to endure teasing and to be
treated differently because of the color of your skin
or looks of your eyes,” the Pittsburgh Steelers’
receiver said at a Seoul news conference.
Ward, 30, shot to sudden fame in the country
where he was bom, South Korea, after winning the
most-valuable player honor at this year’s Super
Bowl. He was bom to an African-American soldier
father and Korean mother and grew up in the United
States.

He made his first trip here as an adult last month
where he was given a welcome befitting a state leader,
meeting the president and receiving honorary Seoul
city citizenship.
On that visit, Ward also met with children being
assisted by Pearl S. Buck International, and also
donated US $50,000 (euro 39,000) to that organiza
tion helping mixed-heritage children during his cur
rent trip.

Mixed-race children are subjected to harassment
in South Korea, where the conservative Gonfucian
society emphasizes pure blood ties. Ward’s new
found popularity has drawn renewed media attention
to the subject.
Ward was to leave Seoul on Tuesday and said he
"would be focusing on preparing for next year’s foot
ball season, asking Koreans to wish him luck.
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PUBLIX

Vj A

20 Piece
Hot & Spicy Wings...

Medium White
.
Shrimp............................. 4.99ib

./.39

Hot or Chilled, Fresh From the
Publix Deli!, each box

Farm-Raised, Previously Frozen,
41 to 50 per Pound

SAVE UP TO .30

SAVE UP TO 2.00 LB

Zephyrhills
Natural Spring
Water

4.99

12-Pack Selected
Produrts3............217.00

24 or 28-pk. .5-L bot,

12-oz can

While Supplies Last!

SAVE UP TO .98 ON 2

SAVE UP TO 1.00

PUBLIX

bIaIkIeIrIY
4 tabbi-ilied•<, 195 7

Athena
Cantaloupe.....................................

2.4.00

The Sweet Taste of Summer is Here, High in Vitamin C,
Florida Grown, each

SB:'

' MSSt..

1.89

Throughout the Day, From the Publix Bakery, 16-oz loaf

SAVE UP TO 1.98 ON 2

Frito Lay
or Lay's Baked!
Potato Crisps............

.....

Excellent Source of Whole Grains, Handmade

SAVE UP TO .50

, __

2*6.00

Or Frito Lay Baked! Tostitos, Doritos
or Ruffles Chips or Baked! Cheetos,
Assorted Varieties, 10 to 12.5-oz
bag (Limit two deals on selected
advertised varieties.)

18-Pack
Miller Lite Beer..
Or Miller Genuine Draft,
12-oz can or bot.
SAVE UP TO

.70

12.99

Rape^owels...................

5.99

Brawn\
Pape^owels.........

314.00

White or Pick-A-Size Giant Rolls,

Pick-A-Size Giant Roll, 1 -roll pkg.

6 or 8-roll pkg. or Quilted Northern

SAVE UP TO 1.37 ON 3

Bathroom Tissue, Super Absorbent
or Ultra, Unscented Double Rolls,
12-roll pkg.

SAVE UP TO 1.80

SAVE UP TO .98 ON 2

Publix
Prices effective Thursday, June 1 through Wednesday, June 7, 2006.
Only in the Following Counties: Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Sumter, Polk, Highlands and Osceola.
Prices not effective at Publix Sabor. Quantity Rights Reserved.

WHERE

SHOPPING

SS

A

PLEASU

i

www.publix.com/ads

